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Some few Conſiderations tending to make it out , That G ofpel- 
Churches and Profeſſors are bound to keep up their Loxds- 
Day-Warſhip in ſome Conſtant, Known and Open Place, 
unleſs there be ſome Other and Better Reaſon to the con- 
trary, than Man's bare T breatning Prohubition. | 


= CONSIDERATION 1: | 
His was the conſtant Pratlice of Old, in alike Cafe : Nor have 
we any Approved Inſtance of another nature. : 
When Dame! was prohibited (but for the ſpace of Thirty 
Days) ffom Known private Prayer towards the Temple, (or 
place of Publick Chutch-Worſhip) he till kept up his former Practice, 


certainty of his future Liberty, in caſe'he would have but kepr himſelf 
private for this little time, ſuch was the Kings Favour to him, verſ. 3, 
16, 18,19,23,26, Which Adventure of his, was fignally approved by 
the Lord, in his miraculous Deliverance ; and the Reaſon of which, is | 
nor refolved into any extraordinary Inftin& or Influence that Damel 
had thus ro do, but meerly becauſe he had doxe 0 bart before the King, 
#nd Tanocency was found tn bim before the Lord, whom he had ſerved, v, 20, 
22, Now if Damel did warrantably think himſelf bound (without ahy 
extraordinary Call) to run thz apparent hazard of his Life, rather than 
he would feek to hide that Private Duty, (which only was a Memorial of 
Pablick Worſhip, by praying with his Window open towards the Tem- 
ple, 1 Kirp:8. 48.) and all this m the Land of his Captivity ; then 
much moreare the Churches of Chriſt bonud to run the 
hazard of Impriſonment , rather than to carry their This was drawn 
Publick Worſhip: it ſelf from an Uſual Known Place, »p before the late 
into a Corner, becauſe of Mans Prohibition ; eſpeci- A for Baniſh- 
ally fince their Babyloniſh Captivity doth now ſeem ment came forth. 
to be returned, notwithſtanding the preſent ſtop that 
is put unto Goſpel-Temple-Work, anſwerable to what was of old in a 
Typical way? Ezra 4. 24. 
So alſo we read, That though Chriſt did withdraw from danger, when _ + 
he had no Duty putting him upon that Adventure ; yet did he not wave; 1. 
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-him as a Member of the Jewiſh. Church, notwithſtanding the imme. 


nency of his hazard and death at laſt, by that means ;: and had he ever 
negle&ed to obſerve any of thoſe enjoyned Feaſts (as ſome do ungroun- 
dedly conceive) his Enemies would ſurely have objeRed it, when chal- 
l:need by him to convince him of any fin, Foh.8.46. eſpecially when 
they were ſo hard put to it to produce the leaſt colour of Evi- 


_ dence againlt him, Aatth. 26. 59, 60. nay. and themſelves alſo do 


ſeem to intimate that they did conclude he would 
come up at ſuch a time, Foh.1x.56, Now if Chriſt 


S; Domini ſententia himſelf (as he was a Member of that Jewiſh. 
pronunciatum eſt,cos Church) did rather chuſe to be betrayed unto death, 
31 futurun ſeculum. than not te-attend upon the Publick Worſhip then 


amman: ſuam per- Tequired ;z. much more ought Goſpel-Churches and 
dere, qui in hoc ſal- their Officers, to keep up their Worſhip of the like 
van babere velint ; nature, notwithRanding the danger of Impriſon- 
quanto id in gloriam. ment, as they wonld approve themſelves. to. be 
cadit aptivu cnju Chiilt's Diſciples,by takeng wp thery Croſs & coming 
longe- ſis facilior after him, Mar.16.24. And whereas ſame ſay, That 
quan vite. jattura ? Chriſt knew when his hour was.come; that altereth 
Calv. Epift. 1, ad, not the caſe at all, in relation to his Diſciples, who 
N. S, therefore ſhould conclude that the preſent hour is 

theirs, and ſhould at accordingly as in other caſes. 
De Apoſtolis quoqz So allo the Apoſtles,ſo ſoon as Chriſt had fully gi- 
quam honorifice ver forth his Commands pertaining to the Kingdom 
ſentiunt cum a- of God, eAtii. 2,3. they were continually in the 
junt confundi ow- Temple, Luk,24,5 3. where they ſpent the Lords- 
4 & Eccleſiam day both in the forenoon, 4.2.15. and afternoon, 


deflrui fi quis eo-. Aft,z.1.and though they were apprehended the ſame 


rum confidentiam day, Af.4.3. and prohibited far the future, verſ.18. 


ſequatzr ? | et did they. reſolve to perſiſt, ver.19,29. and ſpake 
Calv. ad Pſeudo- the Word of: God with boldneſs, erſ: 31. ( which 
nicodemos, could-not be, had they withdrawn into a corner) and 


| kept in. the ſame place till, A.5.12, from whence 
being put into the common Priſon, verſ.18, they were mitaculouſly de- 
livered thence, ver/.19.. and were bid by the Lord himſelf to go and 
preach in the ſame place again, zerſ.20. which was not ſo much to war- 


rant their futuxe-Boldneſs, as to fignifie the Lords Approbation of what 


they had done before any ſuch extraordinary Miſſion : who thereupon be- 
ing prohibited afreſh, »erſ.28. did anſwer more reſolutely than before, 
verſ,29. and though they were beaten, verſ.40. yet did they not ceaſe to 
preach dayly in the Tempte afterwards,. erſi42. nor-did they pretend 
* unto any extraordinary Influence for what they did,. but onely. _ 
- they 
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they were Chrifts Witnefſes,verſ. 3, -whoccould n6t but ſpeakthe: things 


heck chey had feen and heard;: cAFt.4.20.” and who therefore qQught 10 

obey God rather:than Men, AG,5.29, Nowif the Apoſtles (whofully 
knew Chriſts mind) would not be driven by Words: or Blows:from-their 
wonted Khown Place of. Meeting ;: then ordinary and fixed Officers are 
much more bound to:follovw their. Examples',: notwithſtanding Mang 
threatning Prohibition. reboys yaa 

From. all which Inftances, I thus conclude : That if ( with re- 

fpe& nnto Mans Command) we (hall either negleR or ſeek te hide our 
Religious Worſhip, we ſhall thereby condemn the Juſt, ; which ts an 
abominationito the. Lord, Prov.1zly., ,  - | | # 
- Now if any ſhatl objet, That Daniel was abſolutely forbidden ito pray 
wnto the true God whoſe compliance in that caſe wonld have made a God of 
Darius : And that the Apoſtles were forbidden to preach at all.1n the Name 
of Teſus, of which nature the preſent Prohibition is not. 

To that I anſwer : As unto'Damel:s Caſe, x, Itis evident that the 
Adverſaries Defgn then, was the ſame with what is now, $:z.. To. pick a 
Quarrel, Dan;6.4,y. 2dly, Damel:was:onely then tempted to hide his 
more private Prayer, in which Caſe, it is to be feared that his PraQice 
would ſcarce be imitated at this day by thoſe whom a far leſs danger 
doth deter from confefled Publick Worſhip, although the. preſent Pro- 
hibition were profeſſedly/as groſs. and high as then it was. 3dly, Such 
as comply with the prefenit Probibition ſhould conſider whether they do 
not thereby make a God of that Man who doth thus.interpoſe -: To 
which I may adde, That Daniel's Prohibition was but for Thirty Days, 
whereas: ours at this day 1s endleſs', and: therefore our caſe 1s more 
urgent now, than-his was then. | 

And.as to. the Apoſiles.Caſe., The Adverſatie did' onely intend to 
hinder Chrifts being preached then, ſo far as that Doctrine did interfere 
with their corrupt Intereſt, and ſo the preſent Prohibition is every whit 
as full as theirs then was: To which I may add, That our Caſe is ſome- 
thing-worſe, becauſe the Apoſtles were not then forbidden to.preach 
np other Truths-in the Temple, or elſewhere, as we are abſolutely ar 
this.day, 'though we ſhould wholly forbear to preach down their. Cere- 


"monies; | and to charge them as thoſe Apoliles did, A&. 5. 28.. ſo that 


wwe are more univerſally forbidden to ſpeak in Chrilts Name at all, than 


they wer?. b-. 
CONSID. IL 

- Weſhall elſe ſin againſt the expreſs (ommand of ( briſt; who biddeth his 

D+ſciples that their Light ſhould ſhine before Men, Mat.5.16, Which it 

cannet do, if put under a Buſhel, ver. 5, or 12 a ſecret place, Luk.11.33. 


Now it-cannot be denied, but that Chriſt doth there primarily ig- 
cend 


rend;' (uckind 66 Daty,,ardidmore 2 enliaHbyrclate bis Apotties, 
iz; /Preaching and Praying, With iefezcnice whereunts, | he elſewhere 


LIM mg Pillar only, Gal, 2, 9. becauſe he could privately be in thepractics 
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biddeth that they thodld fpeaks 5n £3 ghryand priich wpoxabe Zaiſe-tops, 
ahd-act fair fem, 1F olth es & nothing Hid thar ſhall ottbe:Known, Mat: 
£0; 26; or as II A as og 1 Neitber wat anything 
hepr:ſectit;- but that 3:ſhentd come abroad; und therefore they were as'a 
Candle which ſhould not be put under a Buſhel or:Bed, Mark:;q4; 25, 
22, From the comparing of which plates:together, 'it is apparent that 
Chriſt here doth notonly-intend the Light of Life (as ſome would have 
it) *butptincipally the Light of Preaching, (or of Religious Exerciſes, 
which he would have not to be canied into a Corner for fear of. Men, 
but'to'beſer-openly upon = Candleſtick”: that ſo it might give Light to 
all comers, -and in a way ſutable: unto-his own conſtant-practice,.:Foh« 
x$- 20, And that this was the meaning-of Chriſt's Command, iis fur- 
ther evidenced by the Apoſtles practices before mentioned , whoſe 
SHY LEE _.: Preachingiselſewhere reiembled !by that of 
Quo; verb for 'Mf:mſterio plowing and feeding Catrel, which are ims 
Dominus deſtinat,izs veln-/ -ploymente:that do relate .unto the: open 
ts publicam perſonam im- Field; Zyke 17.7. and, which'no:Soberman 
ponit, ut eorumvex in Inte - Will offer to ſay, was ſolely incumbent iipon 
ver ſetur & ſuper certa, , - thoſe extraordinary Officers. Now if ſome 
Calv.:Ep.1. ad N.S; *men'bethus bound'to Preachy - then'others 
1 127.,-7- - ..alfo muſt neceflatily be bound to Hear and 
more eſpecially ſuch who pretend to be the Flock or | Husbandry.of 
thoſe Labourers:;; - which fully proveth what is contended for. ' |. - 
We ſhall elſe come ſhort of that Main End, for which we are appointed. + 
Viſible Churches are:ſhadowed out by Candleſticks,: Rev.r, 20. and 
the uſe of a Candleſtick, ''is put —_—_— oppoſition! unto. a. place 'of 
privacy, Luke 11.33. So that thoſe Churches anſwer not unto the pro- 
per name of Candleſticks,' whoſe Light or Worſhip is withdrawn' into 
a ſecret place ; and the Unchurching. of a' Society is fienified”by the 
Removing ef a Candleſtick out of its place, Rev.2, 5. which is enough 
to make thoſe Churches tremble, who are thus a&tive . unto their-own 
Self-ruining Removal. A true vifible:Church is called the Pillar of 
Truth, xs Tim.3.15. alluding ( as is generally conceived) to the anti- 
ent uſe of Pillars, upon which Proclamations were Wont to be fixed and 
held forth to publick view ; and in which reſpeR, thoſe Publick Prea- 
chers are called Pillars, Gal.:2. 9. fo that they'iceafe to be Proper Pil- 
lars who do not publickly-hold forth what Truths they are. for:that end 
berrmſted with , and therefore (perhaps) might Paw term Peter a feem- 
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of that ChifMan ib; Wet bod morons when in the preſence 
of 'a contrary-minded Potent Intereſt, ver. 12, Nowifthe main Pillar 
be taken away;the Church'cannor be-likety to continue'tong after. And: 
indeed, whatelfe doth x- Church fefve for,” or wherein!:doch a Society 
diffet from/xfinslte- ofeffor, if not-in-the Pablickneſs of their: Tefti-/ 
mony, of the-Betalf'of Clhrif's Name and Tiaths arrd-Inftiturions'?2 
Soljmays Terhplt was dedicated t6 the Naine of God, for Solemn Pubs 
tick: Worſhip, \2 Chron.2.\#.* and it was built upon an Hill, which 
therefore coutld'net 'be hid, 2\Chrvy, 3.1, Now that Temple is ſaid to 
have been a clear Type of Goſpel-Churches, 1 Cor. 3. 17. who are's 
People for the Name of God? A854. x4.' among whom Chriſt'sTruths 
tre publickly to be tatight, * LF. 20." 20." zn4 who' are tompared' by 
ChriRt unco'a builditig uport a Hill, which catinor be bid, \QAMar;5 .24. 
A Building indeed upon an Hill miy poſſibly be hid'in caſe it'b2 pluckr. 
down, bur not whiltt Randing :* whrch they ſheuld''do welt-to weigh, 
who think-not themſelves bound ro'bs at all-times' viſible," and yet 
would retain the infignificatit name of Churches, or Gofpel-Temples (itl- 
I: will be well, tf fome havenor -H/l theinfelves ar -rh:4 Day; "where 
rhey will ſcarcely be ever found b-reafter, © And this very Cotifideration 
hath often made mine heart ake, tn relation to thoſe Preſent Churches, 
who have through Fear withheld their wonted Viſibility ; which.I have 
ſadly thought may prove a very dargeroms if not a diatly woiind, The 
ſevench Trumpet will ſhew us the' Goſpel-ſecond- Temple ( or Viſible: 
Church-ftate ) opened," Rev, rr. x5, FE, but that Trumpec will alſo 
found unto a kind of General Renovation, reſembling that of the fol- 
lowing New Jeruſatem, Rev. 21, 5. and I am waiting to ſee, how: this 
Deſign of Chrilt will 'b2-advanced, by the diſappearing of -our preſent 
Hezvens as well as Earth, in order untoa more Glorious Reſtitution 
of them both.” © In the 'mean while, 16r ir ſoberly be” enquired: into, 
Whether tharDacing of the Second' Temple's Foundation, from” rhe 
Day in Which the Fews'did cordially Refurniunto that Work, Hag.2, 
18, (Which Foundation had yer been laid long before, Ez 3. 10.) 
Whethier'this/doth not rypically'hint into vs, that together with:God's 
Peoples REtytming ro their Prohibited Nublick!Worſhip' in theſe latter 
dayes,' GSSEEFmpICe wilt then'be New-founded'; having Vittual- 
ly iellop hee forme Foandacionb their Complyance with Man's 


mterventng Prohibition. « And though'that Few:ſh Church<ſtate of old, 
was preſerved notwithſtanding fuch a failure, becauſe there was then 
but One Tndividual Chutch' in the Whole wortd, whoſe Conſtituriowdid 
diſpenſe With greater corfuptions, and whoſe Being was Neceflarily to 
be continued, until its final Diffolution by the Death 'of Chriſt: [yer 
*are there nor-che like Reafons now; in relation ono 
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nerality of theſe Churches :may be Deſtroyed, and Others may ſucceed 
them, wi thout the leaſt infringement of any former Word or Purpoſe, 
The Righteouſneſs of which Diſpenſation, (if ever it ſhould occur) will 
be reſolved into this, Becanſe ſuch Churches have laid themſelvs wafte, 
-by:coming ſhort of that Main End, for which they were appointed. 
And though I will 'not peremptorily predetermine ſo ſad a Controyer- 
fie; yet may this Warning be of uſe, to roſe. #p our ſleepy Churches,un- 
to a 1127cly attending upon their proper Work,, before at be too late to ſet 


about it. Ts 1! 
chats | CONSID. IV. ; 

If ve at this day ſhall withdraw our pretended Publick Worſhip into 4 
wore Private Place, .becanſe of Man's Probibition ; we _ thereby wncur 
what did befall thoſe Faint-hearted Jews before mentioned. - 

'Who. bzing prohibited by the Perſian Emperour to go on with their 
Temple-Work, | Ezxa 4.21. did thereupon ſurceaſe, ver, 24. and ran 
every man unto/his own Houſe, Hag. 1.9. ſolaceing themſelves in 
their perſonal accommodations, which were by this means continued, 
verſe 4, and'pretending unto ſuch as were diſſatisfied with this A& of 
theirs, that the Time of Building the Lord's Houſe was not yet come, 
verſe 2. becauſe they were bid by their Superiours to forbear, until a 
freſh command from them ſhould be given forth, Ezra 4.21, and fo 
that Work ceaſed,” unto the ſecond year of the Reign of Darius King of 
Petfa, verſe 24. In which ſecond year of Darine, Haggei and Zechariah 
were ftirred up to Propheſfie unto them in a rowzing manner, Ezra 5.1. 
Haggai began in the fixth month, Hag. 1. x. and Zechariah was two 
months after, Zech. x. x. both which continued thus to do, until the 
24th day of the ninth menth, before their Word took any. conſiderable 
place upon the People, Hag. 2.18. although they did ſeem to be a little 
ſtirred 1n their ſpirits three! months before, Hag. x. 14, 15, or three 
weeks after that Heggas bad begun to Prophefie, verſe x. But it ſhould 
ſeem that their hearts did ſoon . to fail them a ſecend time, notwith- 
Randing that more than ordinary freſh Encouragement in, the month 
following, Hag. 2.1, 4, $, 6,7 » 3,9. (fſo,dang TOUS 3 thing it. is, to 
have Once been of a complying Spirit,') fo that Zechariah was fain to 
come in wich his help in the next or eighth month, Zzcb..x.:x, and yer. 
the buſineſs was not EffeQually accompliſhed, till Haggas came again, 
in the ninth month, Hay. 2.10., Whoſe diſcourſe then'was. of ſuch a 
nature, as that they forthwith fell unto their Work upon that ſelf-ſame 
day, ver;18, in which his laſt ſpeaking to them did begin, ver.10. and 
the Foundation of thetr Temple, - is ſaid to take its firſt Date, from this 
laſt time of 'their returning to it, ver, 18, as if all their former labour 
had bzen of no effeR. |  _ V'Vhich 
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which are both : More in-number, and of a Purer make: ; ſo that the Ge- 
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work upo URt:Pabples hiezaca.manctiefly brouphts hae 
I's: Ritiog!wporbeir ſpicita thereunto,' Hag, 1, 14... But:ibe 

baris- [this was'cifeRed, were: theſe thatfollow. '/- > 
EEE In nn nag 
| 1 8 10g W an e To 
$.. which words are-ſaid tobe, the words of Hagge: the Prophet,: ab the 
Lord their God has od dee, who was the :Lord's Meſſenger, inthe 
Lord's Meffage unto. the People, ver. x2, x3. to: ſignifie_the clearneſs 
of 2 Peaples Call from! God, unto 2 work of this. nature, Whatever 
Darkneſs. ſome may pretend unto ; which ſeemeth to be the caulg.of | 
this. Mulciplied .Divine Avyouchmept., - - _--; 
17A ſecond ſortof Means here. uſeds was,: a very greatimeaſure. of 4g | 
Coura from the Lord ; who” promiſed that if;they would boild 
his his Houſe, hethen would take. Pleaſure init, and. be glorified, Hag. 3+ $+ 
to fignifie unto them the Acceptableneſs of ſuch-anundertaking- And 
when” theis ſpin aoges:to to be a lictleRirred-hereupon,:Haeg.1.14. he 
pun ny are (picableneſs of. kann Ehonks Hg. % +8» 


: Thind.and labfore of 19> ES; is _ thing] 
"wa were of a ſharper nature,. and are as falloweth, -. 
Is them, that the : Hoſts rohiky hptice! of What 
they pleac ate waz ner: yet-bome, Hag.z.2, 
&tbin) Gould make ſuch wary.in What they ſpeak, ace 
Lortde deth declare bimielf robe. an Heanes: 
gym tho 1x his Sgigond ſeapgte ae 


1 orkedf hai ons tn nent Neglole ga 0 ee 
vifkledhicbhem; 17þi Pe Hag T,724/:an Vers 
malt hen dy: Claude -@ 
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”— 


[ rartied 166 cheix: 


439). 
actnerwhotty, :'Nor- ws9"+ "Zewabbabel. 
Lor# beiſ6 much 48 hisfſervanc, 


palieryu ey , 


_ 


Ur | ments; —_ 
beguuſe of his Houſe that by waſte, ver. 64:9, 10; narwithſtanding all 
ovidential Romphals hey gue rowrned noty Hg.in ns, 7, 
ne Serkan telly them rineate Lea bad book ſorcciiplenſed with 
theks fathers, becauſe of their refuling'toreturn 'untothim;/Zech, x, 23, 
whom bewould: wiſh them-noto reſemble, v; 4- confideringwhat 
bad beteln their fathers, according to-thatWord which ſometimes they 


erm rnn tot 6, centre that their preſent'mayes were eyil ; and 
paring dah ety - - Tan Metre ad from 
mheoce the had but newly delivered. 


"'- VVieo all this availed:not,,thew Hoggaicondiagaia i in the: next 
month, and reWs them _ » that every work of their bands. 


| jm TY 14. fo long asthe id touch'or comport with that Perſian Probi- 


den, which way unto them -av a dead body tharidid polkire, ver, 234 


ecauſsiewas wor enlivened b yany Order fhoaprhe Lords but was _ 
thenounts. 


4 2% $3.25 IF 
423 thivdell Motive did go ſaneavebeir em cathaemenohs cy 
fame day: inwhich theſe meds were uttered; Hg 2.10. they hee 
Wert, ver,13, Perf pwned te Frer 


ee 4, ) ; | - > 0 

Eltare and Life,v. 31, deck alſo moſt deep! curſe © all Kings, av 
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"= to with that- AD ic has meme eo 
Sg Lone 6x: Iz A;K9 And conſequently: that ng 


old, 


ed to this Wotkwith-all A 53,20, _ thei le ſaid'/to 
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(fax 
bid, muſt mectFaily fiedow -our i unte.v; 5A 
ſach 4kind of Religiois Worſhip (truly of Chiilt's 2p- 


Ro. as uticiently wont to/ be med. in -thactmategia| 
js f nmiamts 4 Sn hnewn;fetled- place or mnief--ih a8 
dechreil and proved. - Rr try + ib Whereun-. 

ro ary been of f proctatned,a[chough-but very few Profeſſors 


in compariſon. did then improve it, juſt us it was of old, Exret. 1, 2, 
3, 5. But becauſe the erue Feaws dur not'ac with ſ Sas 
meritars (who hid beer Odd Incumbents)in managing thacwor work, 
4:43. they: therefore mov wich an earlytrouble/in; ther. Buildog, 
-.4. throughthe help.of Mercinary:Counſelfors; 3g.  and:Sslary-inen, 
v. 14. who ſignified tothe Perfier Kingz/ that the City-walls were ſet 
up; v. 22; andthat if this work were not obliry&ed, itwould engan Re- 


beltion and” Sedizion, caule-{. ſay thiey rea on the 
firſt deftrogedy v:25; lag rc Land aft that; it -was Nenaſe 

of theit Idolatrous A he mrs. TA, IF, 16,17, But 
the others Plea it ſeems wane theP, t <A 4 


prep maar 
us, :*? hott 4s 4 *: jt <1 *_ * wr } 


| -29:lnl oi Lord Heok,etb and ata 
They tm andithifktypon bis:Name, Mb. 3.15. 
and aiſexvhar ocher#fay and dÞ invelatiun to their GR es failings, Fer. 
3. 6, \Srnacherib'p2ngeicame up: into (God's nears, Iſa; 37, 29. and he 
heatd the'bl ies of - Edqw againſt the Mountains'of Iſrael, Exch, 
33.2; who. alſo. Heareth whar {ome now ſpeak, when-th:y ſays The 
S10Bt 38:08 yet: nowe, ' the time that Hig: Houſe fhinld bebuilt | He, taketþ 
noticeywha I that can an chemielvss is theitiawp neg 
ules 


C93 ng 


— 


F 5) - 


hauCes; whit the 5h of-Ood ibetiet within nionGapier a6 


he knowerk thar.ſueh are nordf Fry green 2 


4, $1; AndJ'he wiihbe: Cinzheſe lat & 

#1: rhe S816epdrd; Marry: orme thrllibfloms) 

dep arred Fr! tim, Jer ig; 261Jandageinf FSwedrers tata __ 
| Name; Re 


or ſuctr a0 'Covenznrec xs: bea' 
| Ark W oY TR ag 


:0f rf Lord who do-not own him-4s 


tobe his Sxvants; who do not-yeeld- 
Heyy iv Coimtiande, for fear-of Men; ; Mas $9: 'Ortiow 
ſuns they ſecin-ew have bis'Spizir in them, | which is a 
ref Power, nd wot of vi fer, 5 Ti L,7? 
huv do they feem to fea him, who'do'not rhjnk 
i Name, "Mat; x4 Fic pececine foe nd 


7 cxreddy th them iro 8 Sccvet place /nbichbenien man (eru- 
fe) wilt 'everds;hLekrinnyy; 5 fo; 07 cor <a fs foregtlagies =: 
©'2. Ard It) the thaw of ahi TG | their, Wayes; 
fee how'firably to what was bF bid; gt rg hrer years rebu- 
the like Remiſsneſs, and thatboth in the ketrer qud Myſtery. 
Since the fime-rhat the City ane $a rnpone nt been deceitful. 
FR ants; ior {ard afidey* *a/BE " 
paint of rhe'wariro? ourwird Peace and Trade or Hire; 
Zech:$;v6 f Harh not the Þord witneſſeXagainit vs,” wvnafual Feat. 
and unſesforiable weather ſ'aghe ſmote them.of old with Bliſting,, 
Mildew ihd Hail; Hay. 2. 1/9*Hath not the Barth been Rayed from ber 
Fruit, hs ark; £0, and inewbeerrdiſappointed of their grearExpeRa.. 
Hag'n gi "ne; "£6? 780-4lfs ita myſtical ſenſe; A have 
ſown 


26 .-#3*2"Or how dothey ſeem = 
obedience: to 


hs. r 
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bought in dintle;. They have © 
not bcenifilted or aunfertebly 
; nt .bf-Profeſſion,bue 


640 0+ Buly warin | Andhe 1 Oo GA | 
ENF THrmet good! inryice inthe Gayſe-of:God,:hath pur-it 
wich-bole > ot lof-all preſently, as: Hey. 1.6.: The Heaverof o - 
Gace ar Ghriddian profeiſion bath been-Rayed from: its wonted 
fying)Dew.:-and the: Earth of ; lower /civil.conftitutian: bath alſo 
been: fayedtfrgm. (its:ordinery fruit of) Peace: and. Righteouineſs, as 
Hag: xc $S ) Inall:whieh-seſpeRts,- moſt» men. have looked for mueb,, 

upon. ſme-long-look'defor Revolution, but-lo it- came-to little; and 

whzo:they:drqughtit home, God blew upon:-it,- as Heg.2. 9. ſothat it 

was nol. half. ſo. muchas they expected, as Hag.2.:16,. And why, ſaith 

the bor: of-hiplis ?- beganſe: of mine: Houſe that is waſte, and je run query 

niante br. 0nnheuſe, Hag 3d oil ne im long } 

11 4- Lets alſo confiderg:that God lookath upon this Surceaſe,' to be 

no other than a. Departwe from him, whereupon he hath.alſo Departed 

from 4is 3-a$ is gvidentfrom his bidding thoſe Typical Jews to. turn to 

hinz, wc pn %y thereupon that he:alſo: would. turnito. them, 2zcb: 

1..3.:Avod thougts.ſome are-pleated 2o:call thirmifcarriage by a finer 

name;.yet:dothihe:Lordof Hoſit:repreſentutheſe is Evil wayes and 

, doings, and of- the ſame-nature with theits,- which did occaſion their 
He being formealy carried; captive..into -Bahylon,: Zecb, x, 4. which this 
T1” complyance: doth 8xpoſe unto, v.6.; andas.is plainly ta be ſeen atthis 


At wv pr eee at: which 


mea have tumbled, -and-fallen. by de -into mare»groſs ylonſh 
Polieriont 9h Fight eee eas ak our m perm wry 


thence, andof! thac known ſore divine diſpleaſure whichiour conform- 
ing efathers; diesihereby labour- under, as the Lord hinted to them 
glds Zee Hr. 9 2s 150th uw 0ak drnt gs 244 - 3&2 IE. 
LF? i former Motives,wilknot take plate-upon us;then muſt 
© .£00Ww- from she Lond lhim(elf,. thetevery work of ourhatids-is un- 
n,;ſo. long asthe Dead Body of Mars. Prohibition is thus ronched, 
jection aheteunto, Indeed the Jemiſh:Magiftrates ( as 
y pes-of: Johad :a;Divize Autharity for their Ordinary 
tncerpoſure.n. Religious. matters;3- butſo had not the: Perfian Rulers; 
muchi;lefs to contract. what Gqd hiniel hadigiven order for; and 
thazefore, that Preſumptucus Decree: was.2- dead- Body, which: had no. 
Spicit of. Life from God abiding in-.it, and -which upon that account 
Mould:haye been forthwith $»z:ed- by theſe, Fews/out! of thei Gght, as 
dead things.uſe to be... : Now, if every worlebf our. hands: be-thus wm 
ann; then we mnay:picachyand heary, and prays or. paitake af other Oc+ 


dinances,, 


- 
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= el wy for he 14 Hel. nd therefore 
pon we jy humbled for i& 
himſelf (apon the 9-4 with: err Separatie 
IT,12; during which prin his uncleanneſs, thy tory Ird-arbebcf 
tothe Tabwmicle, v.-137/iAndin refation totheir ENCES 
fwereth imp or 96 oye Cor:548. ;Y4 | 
not panaks thereof; Nuwb. 9.6; 7. -umtita mmontb after (4.3 
the uſual appointed'time, wv, x, 5 ; that {& At have. a lens 
time wherein to purific bim(clffrom -From whence 
it doth appear, that a Perſon's ſubjeRin 7 
Ee een 
the Lord from inter ing with an 
_ Temple) work, untitche' ney watt he bankbled for thar 
miſcarriage ; and till he halt fave putiied himſelf with utmoſt fpeed 
from that uncleanneſs, by-a freſh i0n-6f that warer of the. red 
heifer, Numb. 19. 19. which-wasw kegal-Type of Oltriſ's San&ifying 
Verwes,. Heb, 9:3514:) [Andif anyperſen thas pellured (ſhould ad- 
venture imo the as => im, ocicareleſiy'negle@rhis 
ſelf-purifying Dary ; he diddefiterte: Tabernacle; and-made his 
uncleannefſs to be of an abiding*nawre, and wasito be ove offi from I/- 
nay Slonsd. 19. x3, Andinotonly. was the: /Perſon-thus- luted t6 be 
nn Heater, acetates bens 6-4 | OOTee- . 
Things Mn 15d CODArAdy hi ignifieg that Fach-do- 1 
barr inthe way of theivepentoauſa aca tenesOraes, as: A 
as with the Lord himſelf;/-. Im webich tafbr ; the Law of <AMoſer 
doth typically forbidGod'wlſracty to:eatiof (oro baallone with; as 2 
man is with what he eateth ) ſuch wan : run inc: their Hiding= 
Vi | 


rers- efthigatlice ATI a wb after the/Commands 
Doarimes{or-Prohibitivhs) of Mehp Obf;z.19)20;20;;22; $ol hves 
we would: conſult forthe :Warrantiof Gur:comforrable converſe with 
Chriſt's Appoimments' and withhisPeople';: LeOugmake'thafle to get 
our ſelves Evanyelically cleanfed from this particutir defilement+-4he 
nature of -which:GoſpelPurificyriow'is aprly! ſhadowed our; ned we, 
| by thoſs ceoemoniog/aicesy Which, wart eomaanderhrorbe made: uſes, 


_— —— 


Noris: it without” 
: as then that Wares of 


Dpointe: the: onely | nob cation ef; its Puri» 
as pn pr ut 


thus polluted 
Numb. 19% 9, 13. to:hgnific unto us, that 
7 ps 6 PR i pry Br it-fhould. occus.)-the-Lord 
id more aipacially; intends thotthis Law-hould ftand in farce, and be 
accordingly! pagine 411\Thbe Do@rinal-partof which Truth was 
zeadily;aflencedunte. by the Priefts-in Heggai.s time, Hag.2. 11,13; 
and the-Prophet's Applicationiof | tt, was then. effectually. and ſpeedily 
received, by the People, vio, IS, which ib it-were the will of God, I 
could hea __ Wye ny dqadnglyanates ;our dayes 4 noram 
Iyet;abra a ph pay i{penſayon (inthe general) doth 
ſeem to be ſo Io rly typical. But thaugh 1:cannet: abſolutely promiſe 
unto my felf the like ſucceſs upon ſych 2 ſort of.perſons, yet am I com- 
fortably perſwaded that the Work of Chrift will ſpeedily be revived, by 
ſome-or other, for his:z0own: Nants- fake, vEark; 364 22.35; who & able of 
theſe flonesgo'nmſe Ar ISnA 2, Mat.:3.9, and who hath 
ſaid that zus' Name ſball:he;gr che Gentiles, Mal.1. 11 which 
wilbbe ſad news:to-thoſe. bn Zen! Jeri Profefſarsy who thall proveke 
himby their Obſtinacy, to Tugn.awayfiom them,unto ſome achers , and 
which theLordigrant.may never prove ugſaabes hens of his Pro- 


foſſa Ceptthmons:: 6 2460 03h; 


P:nut GO! -N&EDoVa, [79 
+ By.ogr: aureily with theyrefent. Probchvtis, 8 at nk Fra owr Cvil 
Fight, and-t1s' Religious caſes; :and.nat oniyi ſag but we do: bereby alſe come 
ply with that Law, which doth "forbid our Mettungs. altogether, thaugh in - 
aeverfu prindte-q way i: Theltaft of! ahjth;dath teen bebe of fuſbcient 
- wnzootho| kuſwneſs:in; hands | and mozg.:/e{pegially:the latter: of 


them: Lic M4 viz; is loltA 1210 V "8 wolf .moogl. If 


I; We: ſhallbecray: ur angdoubted Civil Right. iFweſhaltbe deterred 
from. the lawful: improvement-of what is: aur Own) 22, out Proper 
zOUL ON:  Pravate :hiowſes): Chil. :ft=UMEe$. py cached. 10; private 
—_ GE We arti elk: douk Ph Sian: Chunchewin "nr 
requanbly: pathoanu theis; pu Woulhp y '$ 
day-igiſomeduch place, and er I her ay Ao will dare. to- 
queſtion. the Lanifo inels, and Goodneſs-of {ach awork:as $hasiss ina 
man's owe Stiwats-boufe, /;; Now: is-it notmy.nativer Tight, to:do-with: 
mine of w PR rY in-ancholy blameleſs; way,; Matr20>,15:2: And 
25-10 Natce :(wraing ibcanyzordebart met, that Siberty,, ubleſs 
there;he ſorge- batter Reaſorithen Mans bord Hicll 2 And what agve men 
ily to.objeR-againſt ita. They dare _natdays, that the: Work is in its 
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on, Now he hat heah ns ates of-a Man in him, (which Chrifti+ 
anity doth nor deftroy butccherith)- although he may\gbr-achfty yer: will 
he (uferiſomething,: rather than! he willa&ively: reſign bis meer civil 
righriia ſo; clear. a caſe. . Apd"theugh the Man of Sin doth make men 

of a ſlaviſh/ſpuit, Rev. 18. 1x3. yet is-it the revealed Will of God, 
That none 6f his Levices (or meanelt Servants) ſhould alienate, exchange 
or ſell their Civil Rightsor Temporal Alloymengs; Exek,48. 23,14. - 
' 2, Tſhall hereby part with my: Civil Rightin a:Religious-caſe;;from 
whence two great Inconveniences Would enſue,” *--- 4 54S 

The orie is, that I ſhould thereby conntenance Man's Interpoſure in 

a buſinef's of this nature; which had need be firſt better Proved thanever 


TELL 


yet it hath been, before I may give ChriR's 'Devidica! Keyiout:of his - 


hand, and'inta theirs, -who ſhwe:therewich infiead of apenragerncl, + 
The sther.evil Conſequent hereof (which is leſs obnbxious to com< 


- Mon prejudice) is this ; rhatiF Iſhall ſubmit unto the-Probibition. of . 


ſuch a Meeting in any-one ſetled place, I may aſwell ſubmit ynto.ir 
with refercrice to Another, and ſo the;Mecting will ſoon be wholly.laid 
afide ; Since Man cannot be denied ro have as good:axRight in one 
place as in another, within che/coligaſsiof his Juriſdiction, =» 

3. Ali-willtonſeſs, ahat.w6oightnat/toforiake;that:-Affembling of 
our ſelves together,” which the Primitive . Chriſtians were commanded 
£9 keep up,' Heb 30; aganrtiing ns 2 en 5ST Id Ws 4 

= by I a teh I wc (ouſ (profinbades 
tiles.) uſug ;/atepe upon ighous! zrrouung in. ſome convenient 
Houſe and ; Now the preſent Law doth, Abſolutely forbid--all 
fuch- kind of :Aſſermblivh; diredtly gontraryrowharmasthen-practifed, 
and inichepurinance of Chriſt's. Conmand'r: So:that thy {hitung from 
Place to Place/becauſe of :rhe preſent PighibtienzwilideaY ifSble.com- 
pliencewiththat Law, which @vib forbidiallgidtmos af Raſlgon Niber- 
blokutely; favewhal ardin theiv Teaping anda. phe tg 


 cetting zirhemanifetDiif whereot is) torkeep upgliizparation 


their Service iand the ſuppoſed: Holine(s of: heir: Places, 0.0Now 
would Daniel ever havercomplied inthe leaft withlucha;haw, given 
forth for ſuch: an-endand parpoſe2! \Iniauas. olliReliginns Wortap, 
Exddi5 1, 3/iwhen- Moſt id an Offerioti Libatty) pow: condinion 


that he would dur'1cave'hits Blocks-and Hlevds behind, Evat;zo.24:t he 
peremorily-refolyed that be would-not leave ds Fhef cielo any yuh 
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iy afim}thatiuah imdlemblpatiens 
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| be chiefly ſerved with, 


oh (77) 
hive wherewith'to Sdcrifice, andknew not beforchand-what God woutd - 
be ſerved with;;'v. 25,26. Now let me beſeech ſome at this day calmly 
26 confider, Whether in their withdrawing from a wonted known Opess 
place, they do not leave behind them their Publick Worſhip and proper 
Sacrifice ? Or whether they be ſofully ſatisfied, that the Publickneſs 
of their Worſhip is not that Male (left behind ) which God would 


frat h / ne OEIBES. VI. | | 
We fhall hereby evidence our being atted by a-fpirit of [laviſh fear in the 
things of God ; Which 1s a ſadder gn than = - Fang | 
That this proceedeth from the fear of Suffering, is that which the 
more Ingenuous do of themſelves confeſs, and is too evident tobe 
denied. Now we are bid:in Nothing to be terrified by our Adverſa- 
ries, Phil.1.28. and then, not ſo much as to change a Place upon that 
account ; eſpecially fince this'very AQ in particular, is ſo generally 
interpreted by all ſorts of perſons, as being the iſſue of a poor timerous 
ſpirit. In which reſpeR,the truly Righteous are ſaid to be bold as Lions, 
Prov. 28, x, viz. 3n their God, notwithſtanding their outward ſuffer- 
ings, x Theſſ. 2. 2. and a right Goſpel-Saint is deſcribed, by his zo 
having received the ſpirit of Fear, but of Power, 2 Tim.1.7. nor are Wo- 
men owned to be the Daughters of Sarah, ſave as they do well, and are 
not afraid, x Pet.3.6. and that Fear which maketh men to talk of a Cox- 
federacy with threatning Afhur,is expreſly called the Fear of Others, and 
not the Fear of God's faithful Servants,7/4.8.x2, and they are numbred 
with Treacherows men, who are not valiant for the Truth, Jer.9.2,3. and 
he iscalled a Wicked Servant, whobeing afrasd did hide that talent in 4 
Napkin or ſecret place, which-ſhould have been put forth to Publick 
uſe, Hat. 25. 18, 25, 26, 27, So that as we tender, at leaſtwiſe the 
vitbility of our being Righteous ones, and Goſpel-Saints, and Abra- 
ham's Children, and Chriſt's approved faithful Servants ; let ns all 
tremble to think-of being overcome by this ſpirit of Fear in the Cauſe 
of God. | And though many other Truths are controverted and not ſo 
oenerally received; yet hath it been confeſſed by all, till now of late, 
thatChurch-Worſhip. ſhould be publickly kept up, and that Preaching 
upon-the Lord's day ſhould not be in a Private corner. Nor is there any 
one Perſecuted duty at this day more generally Juſtified by all ſorts of 
ſober & unbyaſled people, than this of an boly Buldneſs in ſome,who ltand 
their ground,and,will not alter their wonted Place of Meeting. So that 
the whole World will witneſs (together with the Scriptures) that this 1s 
a 200d and Righteous Cauſe ; which I am apt to think but few do que- 
tion the Warrant of their ſuffering for, if they had but Courage ; and 
as appeareth,by their grantibg 1t to jo a Liberty to ſuffer, ogy: not a 
uty s 


Soo Co - PE. 
Duty ;- which ſeems nnto meto be veryfirange Paradox, andthe prs- 
du& of an undetermined conteſt bermween Conſcience and IntereR, The 

|. »/ 5 want of which;Boldneſs, in a caſe of this nature 
At Naturarepugnat,- is ſadly aggravated, whilft we confider; how-ut- 
inguinunt ; Ons ne- terly unlike we are unto that Lion'of the Tribe 
gt ? ſed ubi oft vir- of Fudah,whoſe'Off-ſpring we would be thaught 
8 Doming, que ex- tobe: how diſobedient we are. to; Chriſt's Or= 
tare in nobis debuerat? der, who biddeth thatwe ſhould not be afraid of 
Calv. ad Pſendonice- | Death, Af. 10,.28.. and. then;much leſs of Im- 
demos. ifonment, Rev;2. 10. hoW we-do undervalue 

fie Encouragements, who biddeth us; Be ſtrong, 

for 1 am with you, Hag. 2. 4. nay, and how adventurous we can be in- 
other caſes, as fierce as Hawks in our own cauſe, : whilft we are as.fear-- 
ful as the Mouſe in the Cauſe of Feſus Chriſty: both which forts-of creae. 
tures were therefore typically alike linclean, Zev. 11. 16, 29. 


CONSID; VII, | 
By our withdrawing into-a Corner, we are very Prejudicial.nnto others 3- 
both in a way of giving offence, aud of bring ſpiritually uſeleſs, and of gxpo-- 
Png them to ſad temptations, E935 tones 
x, The hearts of many Sober People are hereby juſtly. grieved, 
whilſt. they obſerve how poor a ſpirit we are of. ets 11 
When the Primzrive Chriſtians continued daily in the Templezthey had- 
Favour with all the People, A#.2.46,47. which hath been the portion 
of bold Adventurers atthis dayaſ{ſo; as others Fearfulneſs in: that re- 
ſpe&thath cauſed 'Lreat Offence. Do not many now ſay, 1s ths the 
Path that ſome have pretended unto! Is this their Fear and Confulence ?- 
who in « time of Peace could cry up Suffering-duty, but now it 1s come upou 
themfelves and they faint, it toxchbeth thens and. they are. troubled, Sion 
was a type of Goſpel Saints, Heb. 12. 22. and ſhe is defcribed by hex- 
being furniſhed with Players-upon Inftruments as well as-Singers, P/a/. 
8.7. 7; and may nor ſome then juſtly doubt, whether ſuck be. of that 
number, between whoſe Handy-work and Tongues (or Actions and 
Diſcourſes ): there is.ſo great a diſcord ?- Now-rather than Paw. would 
offend or grieve his brother, he would part with his liberty 'of eating. 
meat, x Cor. 8, 13, yea thongh he thereby alſs hazarded his outward 1i- 
verty ; for the ſecuring whereof, ſome then were free tocomply a lit- 
tle, which: Pa«/did abſolute dectareagainſt, x Cor. 10, 28, 
2. We are alio thus Prejudicial to others, by ceafing to be Spiritual-- 
ly uſeful to them, contrary to what is'our bounden duty. | 
Chriſt hath-ſer.up the Light of Goſpel- Worſhip in his-Candlefticks, 
ahar forbey which.come in may ſee the Light, Mar, 5, 15, Luke 11, 
33. 
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33. andthe Aﬀemblies'of' his People-ſhould be ſo.ordered, as that the 
whole Charch might come together (/and not in parts ) into one place, 
where ſuch may alſo come who do not believe, I Cor. 14. 23, 24. and 
all God's Springs are faid-to be in his: typical Sox before mentioned, 
Pſal. 87. 7. nowSpring-water doth uſe to ſerve in Common, ( as thoſe 
Waters from under the SanRuary do, Ezek, 47.8.) whoſe natural courſe 
will-not be tong Obſtructed by any Humane ftop or Prohibition ; and 
therefore it-is onely meant with reference unto God's ProteRion 
from more groſs pollutions, when the Spouſe is compared to a Spring 
ſhur up, or a Fountain ſealed, Cat, 4. 12. But is there not a general 
outcry at this day by many poor dark and thirſty ſouls, that they would 
gladly partake of our Light and. Water, but either they know not where 
to find us, or elſe oar doors are lockt againlt them, or at leaſtwiſe they 
are wearied and diſcouraged with daily enquiries, where our unſetled 
Mzerings are?” Is this the way to gain rhat bleſſing, Pſal. 41.1? oris 
ic not the ready Way to have many a Curſe, Prov, 28, 27 ? Wheſo ſlepeth 
his eare at. the Cry of the Poor, he alſo ſhall cry bimſelf but ſhall not be 
heard, Prov. 21. 13, Chriſt made a free proffer of his water to the Peo- 
ple, Foh». 7. 37. Openly ia the Temple, v. 14. although he then 
knew, that the Fews went about to Kill him, v. 19, Whereupon' many 
of the People did witneſs unto his Boldneſs, v. 25, 26. and did fully 
acknowledge him, as being that _— V. 40, 
andthe (CHRIST, ver:4t. An when the Quod fo t05 mbil pude- 
Apoſtles did boldly perform their Lord's-Day at impradentia dam- 
Worthip Openly many ſouls by that means were mare eApeſtolos, quid 
brought home toGod, three-thouſand at one time, ramen de Sncceſſn di- 
A.2.41; -who when their bold Preachers were cent, quem ardents c0- 
apprehended, became fivethouſand, A#.4.2,z, . ram zele & conftantic 
4.nay perſecuting Saul himſelf atſo became aCon-= Deminrs contnlit ? 
vert, cA#.9.3. who fitraitway preached Chriſt Calvin. «d Pſexdoxi- 
in the ſame Open manner,v.20, as afterwards he codemos. 

did at Antioch, AR.x3. 14. unto the Converting 
of many Gentiles, ver. 48. and whiltt he thus preached Openly at 7co- 
»ium, a great Multitude both of the Fews and Greeks believed, A. 14.1. 
and ſpeaking at Theſſalonica as his manner was, At.17.1, 2. Sore of 
the Fews believed, and of the devout Greeks a greap Multitude, and of the 
cheif Women nota few, v. 4. and certain men of Athens, v. 34. whilſt 
he diſputed Openly, ver. 17, 19, 22. and at Cor:mth, one Criſpus, a cheif 
Ruler of the Synagogue, AR. 18.8. where Paul was encouraged by 2 
Viſion not to Fear, but to ſpeak Boldly,, v. 9. Which: Believers were 
ſweetly united together by reaſon of their Sufferings, AZ. 4. 32. and 
filled with Joy, AZ, x 3,52. whilk their Adverſaries were grieved, Att. 
D 2 : "* a An 
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4. 2: ind their threatned Teacherg wentiaway Rejoyceing, Af.5, 42. 


and grew more b6{d, A.'4-31:; 'in anſwer tothatearneft Prayer, v.29. 


of their own-.company, v. 23, 24+ Who therefore were far from being 
offended with that refufal of ſubmitting unto their Perſecutors Prohibi- 
tion, v. 18, x9. bh | { @- Woo x 6 7 
'ThusSpirityally uſefal'to ourſelves and others might we alſo perhaps 
be, were but our ſpitits and practices accatdingly direted+;-'from/the 
want Whereof, full little do ſome conſider, :how ſadly they are Preju- 
dicial. 
3. We do hereby expoſe others unto many ſad temtations, 
Moſt men are known to be of” a ſheepiſh.diſpofition, baing apt to fol- 
| h | low their Leaders, .whatever:way they 20 be- 
Hinc judicare promptuam fore them.in and to be imboldened by their 
eft, nnnquid qui Keligio- Examples, who have a name for knowing 
went ſnam tegendo probris men : in which reſpeRt Paul wiſheth ſuch to 
Deun afficinnt, vitemn co wave What they account their Liberty, in a 
mode Scandalum : nam- caſe of this nature, x.Cor..$.'2,0, 10, But 
audaciores infirmos red- - more eſpecially, tis evident that many at this 
dunt ad id, quod meriti, day are firongly-tempted and-prevailed with, 


alioqus borrerent.” Calv. to-cat Polluted Bread,7and to return with the. 


de vitay, ſuperſtut; Dog unto their-former vomit, pretending that 
; they muſt either eat that or ſtarve, who other- 


wiſe would be glad of better, but-that'it is denied them, through fear of 


ſuffering; Now when the Spouſe defired to know where Chriſt did feed 


kis Flock,ro prevent her turning afide by-the flocks of his preſumptuous 


Companions, Cart.1.7z, hetells her, If ſhe knew not, (which intima- 
teth his wondring at her Ignorance) ſhe ſhould go her way by the foot- 


Reps of his Flock, v. 8. thereby Ggnifying, that the Aſſemblies of his. 


Saints-and Churches, are (or ſhould ſo vifible unto all, that no ho- 
neſt heart may plead ( with any colour ) 'a neceſhity of falling in with 
others. But 1f- there be no ſach common. footſteps. to. be ſeen of all, 
then either Chriſt's dire&ion there-ismot ſuffcient, or elſe hisÞlocks 


Now walk not as they were wont todo, and as is their duty, for the - 


reventing of 'anothers danger, - - And Tet us remember, that Paw ſaid 
e was pure from the Blood of all men, A#s 20,26. having taught 
Publickely, v. 20, at Epheſus, vi 17, where there-were many Adver, 
ſaries, 1 Cor. x6. 9. and where himſelf had ſometimes fought with 


Beaſt, x Cor. 15. 32» | 
FW: do hereby' Stengthen the hands of Prerſecutors, and Open the months 
Blaſphemers ; both which are evidently to be ſeen at this day, and 
ould be ſeriouſly laid to heart, . as being very great Tranſgreſſions. 


1. We- 
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1, We ſhall firengthen'the hands of Perſecutors. It is:too palpably 
to be obſerved, how-prone men are to cenſure | 
poor non-complying Sufferers, as being ſelf- Quinetians ludibris ha- 
willed orindiſcreet ; whillt their Perſecutors bext eos; quos wident hae 
are-complemented with and juſtified, or at ſolicitndine affici,& wel 
leaftwiſe-very favourably condemned : which :nconfiderati eos damnant. 
as itis offenſive to the Lord, Prov, 17, 15, Calv, ad. Pſendoxicoders.. 
fomuſt ir needs animate the common Adver-- 
ſary. | However, a bare complying with this Prohibition, doth make 


' them apt to conclude, that their interpoſure in ſuch a way is. Warran- 


table ; or elſe (ſay they) it would not be thus actively {abmitted unto 
(in a caſe of this-nature). by the generality of men pretending to the 
fear of God... We are bid to be ſubject: to-the higher Powers, ordained 
of God, Row. x3. 1.. becauſe ſuch Rulers are not a Terrour to Good 
works but to the Evil, v.3. which Reaſon doth plainly ſhew, how far 
our Active ſubjeRton 18 a Duty : but whilſt it is: ſo generally yeelded, 
ſuch Rulers who aQt:in a quite contrary Way, are made. to think, that 


they are theſe Powers, ordained of God for ſuch a purpoſe ;- and that 


theſe wotks are evil, which rhey prohibite,. becauſe they are therein 

ſubjzRed unto, by thoſe who are ſuppoſed able to underſtand the true 

ſenſe avd meaning of that Scripture: Nor can the like inference be truly 

made, from my ſubjeRing unto thzir Bonds or Baniſhmenes ;- ſince I 

am herein mieerly paſſive, and have thoſe Apoſtles for my Preſidents; . 
Alts 5.18,26, & 13.50, 5.1, Who yet whilltthey were at ltberty, would 

not obey their Prohibition, Atts 5. 29, And though CMiſes might law- 

fully be hidden by his Parents, H6. 11, 23. ina Civil caſe, of utmoſt 

danger, and-which. did no way neceſſitate their ſurceaſe of Religious: 
Worſhip ; yet can 1t not be argued thence, unto my hiding of Publick. 
Worſhip, waich was not thena Duty as now it is : nor doth mine ative 

ſubje&ion give ſo much countenance to an unjuſt Law, in a Civil caſe; 

a$S-in a matter of Religion ; bottrbzcauſe the unrighteouſneſs of ſuch a 

Law is more obvious to All by the Light of Nature (thatrin a Religious. 
Caſe) whicty therefore is not ſo eafily obſcured by my complyance with 

it; andalſo becauſe it hath been the common Principle and Practice. 
of men truly conſcientious; rather to hazard their All, thaw to purchaſe: 
their Perſonal ſecurity with the neglect of their Reli- 

oious duty.; and therefore they who ſtifl jadge our  Confirmant ſaui-- 
preſent Compliers to-be Conſcientrous, mult alſo needs tiam potentuns 
be apt to juſtifie that Law,which they do thus-readily ſua d:ſſtmulatio-- 
ſubmit unto. Nowtet it be ſertouſly confidered, how me, P, Melan.. 
fad a thing ir is, to ſlay (by unchriſtian cenſures) the 


. ſouls that ſhould not die, and to.ſave (by.unwarrantable hy 2” 
| [Q2: 


«the ſoils that ſhould not live, Exch, x3. 19; tomake tlie heart of the. 
Righteous ſad, whotn God hath not made ſad, and: to. then the 
-hand of the Wicked, that he ſhould not return from his' wicked: way, 
w. 22, or at leaſtwiſe ſa, as that none doth rerurn from his wickedneſs, 


Fer. 23, 14, | / 
7 2, We do hereby alſo open the mouths of Blaſphemers exceeding 
Wide. 2.5 Tis Fi 1 21 TL 
Chriſt biddeth his Diſciples, that their Light may. ſo thine /before 
Men, - that they may ſee their Good Works, and Glorifie their Father Le nn 
which is'in Heaven, Afatth. 5. x6, And whillt the Prohibited Apoftles 
( with their company ). were all with one accord in So/ornons porch, the 
People Magnified them, et, 5.22, 13. and at this day, not onely 
the common ſort of People do the like, and men of a far differing: per. 
ſwafion from them, who ſuffer for their ſuitable praRtice ; but even the 
more Ingenuous of their very Perſecutors de commend them, as being 
faithful to their profefled Principles : And as they are made manifett 
unto God, ſo I truſt alſo in their Conſciences who do condemn them 
( atleaſtwiſe by their contrary pra&ices ) as if they were beſides them. 
ſelves, as Pas! ſpeaketh in relation te ſome, who were really of his 
Opinion, 2 Cor, 5. TT, x3. but did encourage others to comply a lit- 
tle, onely leaſt they ſhould ſuff:r Perſecution, Gal. 6, 12, x3, 
But what do all ſorts of perſons ſay, concerning our Withdrawers 2 
Do not ſome tauntingly tell them, as Abſolow did Huſhas, Is this thy 
kindneſs to thy Friend ? If Chiilt and his a5 gin be thy Friends, why 
dolt thou not go with them, who preached Openly, notwithſtanding 
outward danger and humane Prokibitions? if Publick Worthip be th 
friend, why goeft thou into a Corner ? Do not others ſay, that hel, 
are like Exckiel's hearers, for with their mouth they . ſhew much love, but 
their heart goeth after their Covetonſneſs? the ſufferings of others ( and 
in the very tame caſe) are unto them as a very lovely Song'of one that 
hath a pleaſant voice and can play well upon an Inflirument, but al- 
though they like theſe things in others, yet will not they do themſelves 
accordingly, Exzck. 33. 31, 32, 2 Do not others ſay, that Their Relts 
gion is beſt, becauſe their Party have owned it Publickly, although their 
AMextings were prohibited ? Anddo not others take encouragement: from 
this withdrawing into a corner, to blaſpheme their Doctrine, and to 
call their Meetings Bawdy> Now though we are not bound to regard a 
groundleſs {lander in the way of our Indiſpenſable duty; yer if our 
* Good mult not be evil ſpoken of, Rows, 14.16, much more ought we to 
be quickned up unto what hath been proved: to be our Duty, by thoſe 
reproaches which do attend the negle& thereof, and which are too yultly 


thereby occaſioned ; that ſo the Name of God may not be Blaſphemed ; 
among 


IM 


SHE . C83) | 
among the Gentiles through us, as it is written, Row, 2. 24; and upon 


fome ſuch like accounts, v. r7,28,19,20,21,22,23, 
"J a > roorr IX, INE” | 
y.owr continmng to neglitt this Temple-work or Publick Warſbip, we ſball 
(what 1n a l1eth ) block, up the way of our own and others mercy, in a mani- 
fold reſpett ; as will appear by our obſerving, what was typically of old 


| retarded, upon the very ſame account. 


x. So ſoon as Zerubbabel did throughly return to his Surceaſed Teme 
le-work, (With reference to that Publick Worſhip which was there to- 
e performed) upon that very day, Hag.2.18,20, the Lord owned him 

as his Servant, his Choſen ove, and promiſed to make him as his Signet, 
v.23 ; Which Signet or Ring was wont to be worn by Perſons of Qua- 
licy upon their Righr-hand, Fer. 22. 24;; upon which their Arms or 
Names were wont to be engraven, Exod. 28.21; with which they did uſe 
to confirm and ſeal their moſt conſiderable Acts, Dar,6. 17, and Wri- 
tings, Eh. 3. 12; and which they did not uſe to part with, ſave in. a 
way of evidencing ſome more than ordinary Reſpe&, Gen.41.42, Efth, 
8.2, and Love, Gey. 38. 18, To fignifie unto us, that ſuch Leading 
men as Zerubbabel was, Who cordially return in time unto a Surceaſed- 
work of this nature, may hopefully expe& to be re-acknowledged by the 
Lord as his Choſen Servants, notwithſtanding their former failings ; 
and that he will own them as the Men of his Right-hand, or as a- 
People for his Name and Glory; whom he will make uſe of in the ſe- 
condary confirmation of his VVord and VVorks ; and whom he will: 
give to others, as 2 ſignal of his ſpecial Love and Favour, _ 

So alſo, when Foſhua the High-Prieft betook himſelf unto this work 
accordingly,the Lord gave him to underſtand (within two months after, 
Zech, 1. 7.) that his Iniquity (together with his filthy Garments) was 
made to paſs away, and that he ſhould thenceforth be cloathed with 
Change of Raiment, Zech. 3. 4; which preſently was effeRed, and 
together therewith (upon the Propher's inſtance ) a fair Mitre was ſet 
upon his head, and the Angel of the Lord ( who alſo is called the Lord 
himſelf, v. 1, 2.) ſtood by, v: 5 ; who then proteſted unto Foſhna, v. 6; 
that if he would walk in his wayes, he then ſhould judge his Houſe,yv. 7; 
and ordered Crowns to be ſet upon his head, Zech.6. 11, as a Memorial 
in the Lord's Temple, v. x4, and as an encouragement unto others to. 
come and build there, v; 15 : To fignifie to us 1n theſe latter dayes, 
that when Eminent Profeſſors (who were typified by that High-Prieſt, 
Exzeck; 44. 15.) ſhall joyn with ſome Leading men, in the Timely Re- 
vival of Temple-work, ſuch then may hopefully. expeR, that their Ba- 
byloniſh Pollations ſhall vifbly be done away ; and that they ſhall be- 


cloathed with Variety of Beantsfying Garments in the Myſtery ;; and that: 
they 
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- they ſhall be Known to be thera, of God at the firſt bluſh, as that 
Mitre upon the Head doth ſeenvto intimate ; whom-Chiiſthimſels.(ro- 
gether with others) will then delight-to.ftand in the viewihg of ; and 
that if they keep cloſe to-Goſpel-Rules, they then-ſhall not only-judge 
in Temple-matters, but ontwardly be advanced alſo, as thoſe Crowns 
do'fignifie, and as the Types of Chriſt, who hath alway ruled as a-King 
- in his Temple, Zuke x, 32, and who at aft ſhall be a Prieſt upon-his 
Throne, Zech.6.12,13 ; who will fick Temporally rule when his Saints 
ſhall be advanced, Das. 7. 27, although theFulneſs of that Temporal 
Kingdom is reſerved until -his:Perſonal Appearing, 2 Tim, 4, z, 

So alfo, when the Common People were ftirred up to fall in with the 
other Two, the Lord did then own them for ſuch who did fear before 
him, Hag.T. 12; and among whom his Spiric d:i4 remazn, according to 
the tenour of his ancient Covenant, Hag. 2.5 ; and promiſed to bleſs 
them in all their Labours and Enjoyments, from that very Day where- 
in they buckled to this Work to purpoſe, Hag.2.18,19; which Promiſe 
1s more at large expfeſſed, Zech. 8. 12, x3: Tohtignifie tous in theſe 
our dayes, that when the more ordinary ſort of Profeſting Fews ſhall 
unice in ſuch a work with others, who are more Eminent .and leading 
men ; they then may expe& ( and not til then) to be acknowledged as 
fearing God, and ſuch as through the help of his Spirit have been de- 
livered out of Spiritual Zgypr ; and that Proſperity ( both in the Letter 
and Myftery ) witl be the {peedy conſequent of ſuch a Timely Return 
unto their Duty. : Fr | 

But in the mean while, all theſe forenamed Mercies were then ob. 
ſruKed (as now they are) and chiefly becauſe. of God's Houſe being 
diſregarded. 

2, So ſoon as this Work was Returned unto, the Lord did immediatly 
eive forth unto them very gracious Diſcover:es, concerning What he was 
then about to do, in order-unto the bringing down of. their Oppreſlors, 
Hag.2. 20, 21,22, and the Advancement of /Chriſt's Kingdom, whoſe 
Appearance ſhould make this Second Temple more Glorious than the 
former, Hag. 1. 6,7,8, 9, notwithſtanding its preſent ſeeming D:ſpr- 
cableneſs, v. 3. To ſignifi unto us, that ſucha like practice now, is the 
readieſt way to underſtand God's Secret, and thoſe things that do con- 
cern our Peace, which till that time-are likely to be hidden from-our 
Eyes. | 

"Ang within two months after, they ſhared in that, Mercy of many 
uſeful and refreſhing Viſions, which hitherto I have ner ſpoken of. As 
that Viſion about the Angel ( with his red Horſes ) among the Mirtle 
Trees in the Bottom, together with God's Anſwer to his earneſt prayer, 
Zech, 1,57, 8,9,10,11, 12, 13, I4, IF, 16, 27, By Which-is ſhadowed 
out 
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viit, Chaif's gracious Preſence among. his Humble and AMiaed ones, 
—_— obſerving them; and effeRually pleading with his Father for 
their Men; + < 0 . aig PER TY 


= So alſo, ' that; Vifien.of the four. Carpenters, fraying and. caſting out 
thoſe four!Geytile-Horns, who had Scattered Fudah, 1[racl and Jeruſalem, 
Zeches, 38, 19, 20, 21.. By which is ſhadowed: out, the utter . Extir- 
pation of Daniel's four Monarchies, by ſuch whoſe faculty doth.lye in 


Building, 


intermingled. | 
- . So alſo, that Viſton: of. the four Chariots,, coming out from between 
two brazen Mountains, .and drawn by Horſes of divers coleurs'; the 
firſt of which ( pz. the Red ones) were ſoniewhat' waſhy, 'or onely for 
a Shew, but did no ſervice, Zech, 6, 1,2 ; and the laſt of which (viz, 
the Bay ones) were of the fineſt Mettle, or largeſt Spitit, and were ac- 
cordingly commitſionated, v.7; from whom the griz/ed did divide, v.6, 
who at the firſt drew.in the ſame Chariot with them, v.3, butwere not 
able to hold their pace : By all which is ſhadowed out, that Vatiety 'or 
Choice of Inftruments, which God will uſe'in the. accompliſhment of 
his forenamed Work ; the firſt ſort whereef will wholly be of little 
worth ; and the laſt ſort will be the beſt ; which yet wilt be compound- 
ed,. but they will ſever ; and ſo thoſe of the Narrower, ſpirit will go 
each.to their quarter, whilſt others of a Larger heart'will ſeekto walk 
to and fro, more generally and univerſally , who ſhall have Orders 


from the Lord accordingly, | 
my ws TR \ 
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All which Vit 'WERR-&i fra lr, ane ew hogetlis afdrobe 
Proptes cbrdial Retutn utits.their furceafed Tetple-work 3028 appra- 


reth by comparing Zech. 1. 7, with Zech, 7 . I, ag" as the bet Expoſi- 


tors do thence conclude, **Pethips 16 fi onifie tthts.us; that Profeffors of 
fuch 2 [pitir :- theſe Eitter day theteby coifornbly'come.ts 
know office 8f them, 2td * Br Woes with the : "ind Inthronting 
for thetn,” Lad, Goodntfit6 them, in*the-Tubduing of -thiir Adveraties 

upon his Requeſt.; in_his Acknowledgment of them to have-ſtgod by 
ik 1n their deinp 7) Sil Of ingn hl 4 (by their Purity) fron others of 


the _ thar'Spitie which t 
:6rd TING herewith $jve forth unto wh Tie oY, ahawy 


gi Ob and plain ee ciits, both by his Word and Providence, 


ſooti 4% Foſhaand Zrrwbonbil were ear robe nes nzthe Remnant. of 


the Peopl ple Uipe refently concurWith thett in that Works *Hay. 1.12. 
Norte it to be doubred; but charlie Commonſort of Peopte AS; Day 
bs ey had they. but ſome few Eminent and Leading ment 
0 be 
Ny Avg fo Nee ſoon att ke bit the then begin, the Lird tothe whatbe was 
with them. as when i of Egyp, whs. therefore would have 
| them te be firong, and yot wv 2:4, 5. Which, 48 itis recorded 
OE oppor {whoſe J25 ar Diſpedſurion doth feem'to have 
ified by theits) ;ſ0 js it alfo ſeconded; by God's promiſing to be. 
Airy (o' (orp lacs of hiding) uhto thoſe, who ( niking him their 
ra op not confederate with \ threatnihs rap Pro as others did, unto 
view oo Politick Complyance became a forerf fluwbling, 7 {a.8, 32, 


And though the Fe Advetfanics U;d then little Vert” themſelves: 


after Foe tn foriner bner, r, yer Was it only, ina way of deiianding therr 
An 


Authority, Ezra Fo ; 
ferring it to Darixs. to ſearch into the truth of that Otivinal Order 


which chey pretended imto, 5.177 Which britig forrnd tobe a Truth, 
Ezras6. 2, theſe wicked Infottiters mere utrerlydiſcheraged, v.6, 'xx, 


and thoſe Adventurous Builders Were 4s ftrahge afitnated; v, >, bs, 
20, and proſpered through the: topheſyiny of j/ 1'Z+ Mb, 
andbuilded and finiſhed it,according to the Cominanidtnen 
of Iſrael, and of Cyr and Darius and Arraxerxes, 'v. 14, 5. p 
And have not we alſo ſome comfortable 'grounds'to hope, that ſuch 
a/Ge eral. Concurrence at this day would be 7ctotmpaniediwith the like 
Tuocae > Some. few Adventurers atrions'os, 'ire too rrianifeftly:conti- 


nued in their Bonds , by reaſon of their' being Aifferted, and (praRtically- 


et leaſt) condemned by their own Company; whom others concurring 
boldneſs: 


a Balyton Tk oft Tag NE ibg/thade Pore freer Fes verhtdtng Xd. 


taking The Builders Names; 2.20, /and- te. 


{87 | 
an racfalfanmig \rhent, would 51 qujcu 
be the hikaliet nlcans 40 .r eſcue and ſetat liberty, -. Pa: aunt fk 
There ſeemeth: now te. >4 iſo, rapch of Conſcience 9mm Unanimes 
and. Hygtagity-in the moth; as.thac they. would _ efſent, nevs aliqua 
ſcarcely in. 48:cys of. reaſon, peil os 0 Impriſon | rat jone que nos Ia- 
med uporthis accquat if thoſe y vo tetypſor adiuyaret, 
1 free:t4.tly,.Whe are alike-congerned FAR Ad-, © Caly. de. 21cand. 
venture. We are encouraged, in Nothing to þe _ ſ»perflic. © 
Te errified by ous Adverſaties, becauſe this would be.unto them an evi- 
ot.roken of Perdicion,. but unto, us of  Salyation, and that, of God, 
Phil $+ 48: bich if it 7 hen ,were.of Wes. then much more Now.; 
eſpecially ance that Event.uota Ry: faren at | 4 i$ lefr.upon.re- 
cord, with reference to Quy very" oh 1 am yet. hopefully 
perſwaded, that the Lord will mobs good that | in theſe our.dayes 
for his own Name-ſake, Jalthough the fore-named Matives ſhould not 


4: 


prevail upon-the genz:alisy of .guz Complyers;! yet letir be. dy Fig 


ed, na wave ay _ be juſtly - ſo fara$1n us\igth) to p 

the way of that(Mercy (tdgeties Wwatnt [ehearbecm Q Moc n 

as this. Work of God's Houſe 4.0 068 elec, FeERuls Zr Fare 
wing Preity MoH 4 IC $ID. X 


"To: calle; ghee _ Hl is ade #* tebion, 
þ vicar high at hen; vr; @ ſom; eres, Y, at ba ye T os lo 
us 94/h:thet we had been conragions, when je bh al be pv, («nd upon 
gy _ ww held et f mr” Word of cir par ence, Connly thy IO, IT, 
I'2, ; HUE ANC? a0 t C0 f 
Sen YT 
at firſt #porm ft clown «4 grounds, go ge ig teſawet er Coz fre 
w prod pineal Gr, loſe forts 4c we fn 
»:by preſent: ie adias 6 Gon wh Pun, 


Much more might have been. Cum 4 ; refta affeii lives Juaran PI h b; 
added:; but:thig may. porn? 29) ' Hidehaviug) tenper TRULY { lefleTle- 
kint-that.Duty/to y8s.; Which oe: : 1p) iavd err EEGLEC pri [as 
that: hath-: a0 ming4untoy. walls ben OT oF Ke tes. dede- 
not'be likely-to be; 6 /Socr_n iS; Wb hs hi h Fed. pe 
A yr bazidigon vin on ER 
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_— es nth WET OT r Hit Ob- 
zen ([a5e moſt woolly alle aged, in Croat Ns hath 
bees Exton \MBI9 3: _ | 
© Objetion 


which g<Stalloneth Rag noge 
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* Objedt 2." Dub wit ChrifÞ Bid $46 Diſciples," wiv they abt Pibſecwiet: 


in ont' Ciey, to flee into another, Mat." 10. 23 > eAnd have not the Servairs 
of God marley fled from Danger ? a David Pom Siul,' x Soy; 26,1 93 
Elijah fram A 7 x King. 2 3: the good Prieſts and Livites from Jers< 
boam, 2 Chroy.t1,13,14.. the Yonyar vito the Wildernef from the Deg 9”; 
Rev: 32. 14'; \Chrift raps 1BYFrivts Miit.019/ 245 #55 -Puke/yn 28; 3, 
30,'3T'; Paul from bis Adviſarics;, A 9.23, 24, 25" ak thitwhols 
Church at Jeruſalem; Ads 853% fo ONS ole oo 2h 

" eAnſw, Thele Scriptures make not at alf unt> the buſineſs in hand, 
becauſe they. + wt ſpeak to that caſe'vf Fiying':' whereas the preſeny 
To Whet | 


veſt & pronght not'to keep wp our Lord'1-Dax-1orſhip 0 
Seal} Ber: nd rv," abt whilf | 


»l we continne there at Iibirty, not withſtanling 
what outward diniger we thereby 'Twn the hazard of ons 0 
Bux yer becauſe fame ate too apt -to* flee upon every light oceafion, 

1: thall therefore now take ſoine brief potice'of -what is et&alleaged: 
Fox fuch,x purpofe, 11 relation" to'overy oF thole forenamed- Inſtances. 
OJ \liJe!; ey, O17) EAVEL ©) M18! YB1UF-S9 3OH PAI LY 10 fon hw £09 

4 7, Cir{fbty Giddetit his (phſetled mil TtinertntY Dicciples;tofles 
Fiotn 6ne City to aflother; ncife'"rhicy wete'perſecuted'in the former; 
Mat.10,233- viz itrcaſe they were either Not received there; -v 145: 
or were Expelled from thence, "45's -<videm from that Parallel place, 
eAt.13. $051, where Perfecittion ithur explained; and which {Ex- 


pulkon Pf, doth' obſerve'*to be the" proper import»of:that word . 


[Pogue of Perſecution | upolwhich focountthar Churel was ſoartereds 
AF, x, FromWhentce it! thetefore eammorbe fairly argued,'unto-a 
hwflul flight, until it begs ares ;*and then much jeſs unto 
the zying afide of Opzn-Worſhip: (through fear-of Suffering.) ſo long 
as We are permit ted ro dbide inſbch'a City ;Fown, of Netidn 37 if + 

' Beſiicey VikENS10 flee] Mar: x0, 235\\doth there Yegote (as: Brog 
doth well obſerve nory mig forfearef Perfection \but+rather,to 
make haſte, for fear .of loſing time; and as Chriſt's following Reaſon 
there rendied doth ſuffictebrly efifice ;©Fo# 9409-1 ſay wato yor,:y0 ſhall 
not Þeve' gone over the Cirreraf TfrantHill the” Som bd tomis 5': Wherexs accord-= 
ivg.to the fenfe ÞP.rhis Objettoh Qhrift woul@ have (aid; Porivtrity's 
world have you eo fecure' jor Evorr'inl Dibiries;""And the Apeſites af- 
rer-pfaQice” ( who knew the tnind 8. ChniRY dothpur itoiit of doubt; 
who would nat ſtir when they were only prohibited with Threats, As 
4. 20, and-put -in-Priſon, Air 5.18,21, and Beaten,-v. 40, 42 ;_un- 
til they were gither Tugwltuoufly Stoned, As 14.19,20, or Baniſhed, 
EO . $©, or Perionally Aﬀfgilied'#5to thrives; andina way of 
Uptozt, A##24:5;16,” and: 13; 5;16,(6' $745 Crwvbich Welmve notger 
generally been) who alfo returned” ty "the + place 'of -Uangeriaftes- 


wards, 


- - a 
— 


DIE FR CW). RET 
, | wards, Afis 14.5,2r.; andin the Nada time did preach Openly in o- 
ther places unto which they went, A. 14. 7, and x7.:1, 2, 10, 16, 17; 
From whoſe PraRice we may learn, both how to interpret Chriſt's for-- 
ind ace ery alſo in what Caſes and Manner we may warrantably 
diane ab Tooele s + gh. X 
2, As' to the other Inſtances: The flight of thoſe Prieft's and Le- 
vites, was not From outward Danger, but For Religious work, which 
| - they were violently hindred from by Feroboams ; who rather than they 
A would cornply with his Idolatry, did teave their Pofſefſions of their 
ownaccord; and went unto Fernſalem, which was the Only place ap- 
pointed then'for Publick Worſhip, /and 'intheit own Land till. And 
that Flight of the Woman jnto the Wilderneſs, was rather myſtical than 
liteial, vis. into ſuch a ſtate or condition, and not-into a'place of 
Secrecie; in theſenſe of- this ObjeQion ; fince many did then ſuffer 
Death for preaching Openly, who'yet were- under that Diſpenſation of 
+ Wilderheſs-condition, So that neither of theſe Examples will juſtific 
vur prefent Flyers out of the Land ; and much leſs ſuch-as'do with-= 
draw their Publick WorſKip into # Private Corner, whilft they continue 
- inſuch aPlace. | *; Re then. 

3. David was purſued unto the Death by Sax/, upon a meer Civit” 
account:: #nd Elijuh's Flight from Ahab mas occafioned by a more Per- 
ſonal kirid*of Perſecution: ; *ſs alſo was that of 'Panls, and in/a'ciſe 6f 

- Uproar or preſent Fury, without any colour of Law,which alfo was their 
caſe, Fer. 36.19: *and though Chriſt did avoid'ſorhe preſent danger, as 
occafion was, yet did . he never neglect to come up at their Solemn 
Feaſts, of to-be preſent at their Publick Worſhip. So that nothing can 
be argued*from hence, unto the warranting of Flight, ſave inthe like 
caſe.and manner: much lefy unto Withdrawing' into Private, ſo long;. 

; as men do'continue inſucly a Place or Nation, + © {7 © » ; 
|  ObjeR.'2\, Doth not the Spouſe defire to know, where Chriſt did feed,,. 
. ani made his Flock, to reſt at Noon, or- in a time of Heat and Perſecution. 
Cant. 1; >> And will-it not thence follow, that Chrift's Flocks may law-- 

: fully mithgraw into a Secret place at ſuch a time?” ' WY 2008: 034 

41” * eAſw. This Scripture cannot juſtific that Practice, which' it doth 
| utterly condemn, as hath been-formerly made out in part : in order un» - WR 

to the further cleartng up whereof, ler it bz obſerved, that 

| * I; It is not proved (fave by Humane Authority} that we muſt needs- 

underſtand, a time of Perſecution, by that wotd, Noor + but rather, 

that the Spouſe doththere only. defire* to know, When ſhe might have an 
t Opportunity of moſt Free and Full Converſe with Chriſt Albne ;'\which - 
} Kepherds-atid Shepherdeſles of old-were wont to-have, when —_ 
NY pectlve- 


n o 
— 


= G -4 


-hotter Countries. -. |. Tb ee i ont Lou on gr eter erty 
', 2. Though 1 ſhould-grant the other Interpretatien.-of that ward, 
Noon; yerdoth it not appear Rlill, that this place of Reft doth Ggnifg 
Place of Privacy, but only of Divine ProteRion and Refreſhing, though 
ill in the ſame Open Field ;-as itis with locks, in the Letter, when 
zefting under ſome: ſhady Trees. Fe | * FEI 
- . 3», This time of Ref:ng here, is plainly diſtinguiſhed from the other 

time of Feeding before-mentioned : ſo-that;nething can be fairly argued 
From hence, unto a More private feeding. at ſuch a time, {which is- the 
thing in controverke), though I (aquldalſe grant, that this Reſting was 


+ v 


4n & Prvate place, ..-., 77577 OO = 119 JS arſe ieT ect 

.. 4. This Scripture is very dark at beſt ; which therefore muſt be de+ 
cided by other Scriptures ; and ſo it; hath beenalready proved, that 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles were Openly want to feed, ina time of Heat or 
Perſecution, And Mr. Brightman doth apply this very placequata thoſe 
Faithful Ones in Ferobeaws's time,. Who were enquiting after that Pub, 
lick Worſhip in Fersſalezs : and this Scripturemuſtneeds refer. to thoſe 
times, in which ( vzz. among the /racites) there might-not be any 
Private Church-worſhip. ; een 

. 5, . The Spouſe's meaning. here, is evident from Chriſt's following 
Anſwer.;. and as from what I have elſewhere obſerved,” ſo alſo, fram 


his dizeting her to feed her kids [Bede] the Shepherds tents,Cant. x, 8: 


thereb HgnttyIngs that in this wark of feeding, ſhe ſhould not come 
behind the Antichriftian Shepherds (his preſumptuous Companions) in 
any thing truly commendable, but ſhould be equal with them, or ra- 


ther (as that word may be rendred) above them, though not av-oug them; | 


viz; Every Whitas bold and publick and zealous-for the Name of Chrif, 
as others are for the Mas of Sin. And therefore as that. facliſh,wo- 
man (by whom Idolaters are typified) is ſaid to be clamenroxs, and to 
Fe (not in ſome Inner room, but). at the Door of her houſe, on a ſeat in 
the High-places of the City, Prov. 9. 13,:x4.: SoalWo, Wiſdom ( the 
type of true Worthippers) 1s ſaid to £77.18 the chief place af concourſe, 
in the Openings of the Gates, Prov;1.20,21,in the.Top of the High. plates, 


by the #447 in the Places of the Paths, at the Gates, at the Entry af the 


City, at.the Coming :n at the Doors, Prov.8.2, 3: to mind us of being 
every where as Publick as we can be, and not inferiour unto others in 
bat xeſpe&.; and according unto which, is Chriſt's Dixe&ion 'to his 
Diſciples, Mat. 10. 27. Jo ELL SE ants in. he D-kc> 
Objea. 3. eArewe not bid, to be wiſe «6 Serpents, and. to Beware of 
Men, Mar,'10. x6, 17? - of iS oe 2s $799 dy wen; $9453c;©0 
Anſw. 'Tis true, we are to have a Serpents Ey6;bur-yer.ina Doves 
ca 


TpeRiveFlocks were tymindting or laid. to reft, at Noon-tide.in. thes | 


UMI 


UMI 


head chough'; { as Chriſt there 4 ot in 2 way of being clear from: 
finful harm j which therefore (of it ſelf can argue'nothing, unto the- 
deciſion of what is (in that reſpeR ) amatter diſputable. So alſo, we 
axe to.beware-of men, in giving no juſt occaſion ts them to perſecute 'us;: 
and in avoiding dangers, ſofar as lawfully we 34 ASBH 

may, ' through the. exerciſe of that Wiſdome Jilav quam: dhtenditte- 
from above, which is firſt pure, and then peace= Prudentiam, whil mo- 
able, Jam;3,.17 ; or which is, firſt, careful to. zor, que wt captioſe of 
keep the Conſcience pure from fin, and then fratr an ita 1ndigna eff 
(in'theſecond place) to ſecure the Perſon from hownibus Chriſtians, 
outward ſuffering, - And therefore Chrift (ro- Calv.Ep.1; ad N.S. 
gether with his' former counſel ) doth bid his: | 
Diſciples to preach upon the Houſe tops, and not tofear Men, Mae. 
xo, 27,28,” as they would beconfefſed by him before his Father, v.32;: 
whoſe ſuitable PraQice afterwards, doth ſufficiently evidence-Chriſt's: 
meaning, which they-were certatmly well acquainted with.. 

Allwhich doth ſeemuto be fully repreſented by that PiFure of a: Che-- 
tub, (in the ſecond Temple) Ezck, 41. 18, r9, havingon the one fide 
the face of a Man, (who is molt eminent, for the Wiſdom bf God, abi- 
ding in him, Ecclef. 7. 25,28,29, asthe Serpent is for earthly.wiſdom, 
Gen,3+1.) and having onthe other fide the face ofa young Lion;(which: 
creature is-chiefly noted for its courage, ſa. 31.4.) and both theſe: 
Faces lookmeg: towards a 'Pxltm tee, which is the known Emblem of 
Vietory, - Rev, 7i 9. To fignifie -untous, that if we would be'Paln- 
bearing-Conquerors in Goſpel-Temples, we then muſt be in the joynt+- 
exerciſe of Man-like Heavenly Wiſdom, (ſuch as hath-been before de- 
Fcribed) and of a'ftout young Lion's Reſolution, SIM 
© -ObjeR:; 4. Dorth net the Lord bid bis People, to enter into their Cham 
bers, ani ſhut their Doors about them, and Hide themſelves n« 1t were: for a: 
Bittle'monent, wntihthe Indignation beoverpaſt, Tia,26, 20? [ os 

Anſw, Expofitors de generally interpret this Scripture, with"tefe-- 
rence unto the Saints being prote&ed by the Lord, from thoſe common 
Fudgments which are-at fuch a timeto'fall upon the Wicked ; 'which: 
alſo is evident from the following wordsthere ; and ina way of 4llu- 
ding'to that Security of 7ſracl in Egype in their-Private houſes, hilt: 
the deſtroying Angel paſſed over. And ſome of the Fewiſh Writers do- 
(very probably) refer this Prophecy unto that Typical Security-of non. 
complying Hezckzah, whillt he who had invaded Inmanne!'s Landiwas: 
ftrangely Overthrown ; and in-which reſpe&, the Lord's: faithful Ser. 


- vants are then called his Hidden ones, Pſal. 83.3, as having the promiſe- 


of his being for a Sinftuary to-them, 7/z. 8. 14, and Tſa.37. 33335; 
Which natuxal 'Tnterpretation is ſo obvious, - as« that'I.ſhoutd _ 
| VS: 


have raiſed an Obje&tion pu. this place: but that ſorhe make-it- the 
' main ground-work of their Plea, for that whictt it hath not the leaſt ze- 
muine reſpec unto. 3 SRD EET FEES} Bo BW TO 0044 
bj. 5." Pere not the Diſciples met upen the Firſt-day of the week, with 
the Doors ſhut upon them, for fear of the Few 3 and did not Chriſt then come 
among them, and ſpeak. Peace unto them, Joh. 20. 29, 4s 4 Juſtification of 
their Privicy, and as an aſſurance: of his gracious Preſence notwithſtanding ; 
which others do experience at this day in their Withdrawings nponthe ſame 
Account ? | | 
Anſw, 1. Chriſt's ſaying, Peace be nnto you, was 2 uſual form of Salu- 
tations. Lake xo. 5.3 Which did not relate- unto: the Juſtifying'of their 
being then in Private ; nor was there ahy need of ſucha Vigdication, 
as the.caſe'now was. AB) bes © megp 158103 tolgrntiti 
2. As to Chriſt's comfortable Preſence ; I wikl not deny, but that it 
maybe vouchſafed unto ſome, as it was unto Solo, when worſhipping 
at the High-place in G:beon,1King,3.5, which yet did not warrant that 
-A of his, v. 3. But the ordinary Rule by which tire many Pretenders 
at this day unto that Priviledge are to be tryed,-is, the Condition upon 
which the Promiſe of that Preſence is ſuſpended, Hat. 18,20 ; .v3z.. in 
caſe they be gathered together in Chriſts Name, or according to his Ap- 
my : and what his Appointment 'is (as to the point” in. hand) 
ath formerly been proved. OE: Sino 3 en4greyt 
3. Tr:cannot be argued from/hence, that the Firſt-day-worthip may 
lawfully be/Private for fear of outward danger, ſince it dotli.no way ap- 
ar that thoſe Diſciples then were ſoiimployed, having relted the day 
fore, according to what they apprehended to be yet an Abiding duty, 
Luke 23.56: Nor was the Firt-day inftitnted for any Solemn Worſhip 
= all doconfeſs) till after Chrift's ReſurreQion, which:theſe Diſciples 
id not yet believe, and. who therefore'cannot be ſuppoſed te have ſpent 
that Day (as yet).im-any ſuch Religious. way : Nor aze they here (aid to 
-be-met together (with the Doors ſhut upen thews) until. the Evening; which 
therefore muſt needs be a very dark proof of. their having been Reli- 
.Siouſly afſembted the day before : and-it doth ſeem that they were then 
- at Supper, if we compare this Scripturewith /dark.x6. 14; which both 
-our-Tranflators and Expoſitars do make to be a Parallel place with this; 
. of which nature that Meeting might alſo be, which was eight dayes af- 
. ter, Joh, 20.26. | FOLLY 
'From all which Reaſons it doth ſufficiently appear; that theſe Diſci- 
ples.cannot be proved to have been imployed about any Lord's-day- 
Worſhip at this cime,:, 1 | 3-075 
. But ſo ſoon as they had fully received\Chiiſt's mind. ( together with 
bis Spirit ) they preached Oper!y ever after, -and -in the. ſame m__ 
. place, . 


aAicefHoutd rather” de”confefletro be for'our Example,”! | 
DAY Als colony; *Obj 853,557 £24109, wen 


ws 7 8 [$4 


Inn on nn WEL >; 
pee Lake 245 53. Avy, 42 : 4nd one would. think, that their laft 
"Thoſe bold «Apiſilesr were Extraordinary Perſons ; and: were alled by a 
more thawordinary Inftin# or- Influence, (which others in theſe dayes me) 
' alſohave) and ſo their Praftice ” ne Ryle for u to. walk, by. 
Ht GUMS 207) PH SYEC « rower. SLY £346; 7 
T, The Extraordinarinefs of their'Perſons, doth rongly'plead for - 
their' having been more Private , fince' Open Preaching did expoſe 
. them unto utmoſt Danger from the firſt, A&, 5. 29, 33. andfince the 
Propagating of the Goſpel did ſeem: to'be ſo abſolutely depending up- - 
on the Preſervatioinof thoſe few men's” Lives-and; Liberties. $o-that 
an Argiiment from their Withdrawing, muſt :needs+ be. of" leſs force 
for us, who cannot truly plead as they-might do ; but an Argument 
from thoſe mens Boldneſs is therefore more full of Power... 
' +2; They didnior"pretend to'any ſuch'Extraordinary Infpiration.; nor 
canit be gathered fromthe Scriputre;; and in ſuch'a caſe, wemuſt not 
be wiſe above what is written. 1 
' 3. According to this kind of Arguings-we may evade what-ever In- 
Kance-or-Example we ffaveno mind toimitate 3 which 'is the worſe, 
becauſe ſome draws Demonſtration -from their  ſometime-Fear, Foh»s 
ns to, - whowill not admit-of any Cogency'ir their After-Boldneſs, 
A F LS ” S231 {Linh = COUT OT 33H +? » ih; | A. LOS + 
oY Poruvin cheſs diyes to'pretend: unto an-Extraordinary Spirit, is 
nerally condeinned by'theſ&ObjeRors';' which therefore muſt needs 
be a ſuſpitious fign, when _— thus -cantradi& their own profeſſed 
Principles, and only in'this caſe of Suffering ;” and which doth ſhrewd- 
Lys we, a'very ordiniaty ſpirit'indeed;'beneath that of -a true Diſci- 
ple," who taketh'ap his Croſs and'cometh afcer Chriſt, Mſar716. 244 or. 
who is contetited with an Ordinary calf to fuffer, and deth noe-ftand. 
upon' his having ſome Extraordinary Impulſe, ſuch-as Chriſt had, Afar. 
4.x, which none will now lock for, ' ſave they who would be his:Com-- 
ations; or walk” (hand in hand) Belides.him;- and not come Afcer 
th 121075 104 a05#7 v2 ir gnttocdto), nn Gagt trig oon ws | 


THINGS ebb, i= Pg, © aft: 
: vs. -f 1 BVEZOTAR IG 4. Obje&. Lens  <th-205 MEI X19 
Do we not reade, that Paul preached in the Night; wyon the. Firſt-day, 
inan Opper-Chamber,”" where the Church art Troas came together, ta break, 
Bread,” A&s'26, 7,87 | IC AS THE! 
. CE ILNNE IE To 


3 % LeAnſmers: © 5: 7 ; i” 
© 2; Our late Annotators; upon that phice,-do-ſuſficiently/hintitas 
_ their thoughts, 'that thep'were them-mer together in a«way of Solemn - 
Aſſembly, for Publick Prayers and Preaching and Adminiſtration 'of; 
the Lord's Supper, - | on 2..It 


(:3& 7 
*. 2: Iris there ſaid;; that Pao! preached waalk:midaig . eons 
was ready to. depart upon; the: mbarow,. and: nog becauſe he. "was afraid 
of being ſeen, which his conſtant-gaaftice- witneſſed "or And if 
their Privacy: from Fear,: might be argued-fromtheir being.in = ; 
Chamber ; then may we alſo think,that Chriſk.kepr the P 
a like place from Fear, Aferk.14.35 z, or that: (befarethis late Probibi- 


bition came forth) thoſe were. -afraid. who have uſed tt up their. 


tebbeptoenin in ſome ſuch'place, - - 
3: Iris ſufficiently evident. that. the Gentile Churches. (ho! had 


not the. benefit. of Jewiſh. Fees pp were forced to meet in ſome. . 


Private houſes ; and that uſe of the COOM, not became 
| univer? -dut-ooly- ens 47 it: was the Largeſt, as Teri Gueſt. 
ret Rt Soak AW 54m 7 17th; T 
Wes frerſhi "obj which th 
Tims as Place 0 are merr Variable Cirenmtances 3 which e7 
who- ſtand ſo much upon, : feens to favour the fond conceit of ſome, who. 
count . ſuch | Hours Canonical, and one Place ro ring ns oak ;hew ane 


ther. 


" Hnſwer.. 
Tel - Thefe Objections have atrrem; vithis, > AW eg on 2M 


behalf, whom: they do thus unworthily traduce,. as-if- their Plea for 


-wstſhipdid dai Greemcang Lach (oorydiperſitislancy: Khcle- 
as the Other know, that none are greater Adverſaries thereunto,, than 
theſe men are;; and: that they:do/only.defign- the Publickneſs. of their 
Worthip, which Others do pyrpaſedly ſoqk to-Hidey;by the. variation of. 
their wonted'Haures,”/and;-by.theit ſhifting from-place to place.Þ 

24 Though Circumſtances are but.Small things .in themſelves, yet- 
.- - -an:the Caſe: mey be,.. pate vat Duty may. 
| a Lo A madney Swamy women ett 
Pfvate Prayer or 
= haic by him without any Danger : and yet be 14+. 
hin morefieatem 777.  therchoſe ro denanthin All, than to hoc the 
denter, qei_rem non.it leaſt Circumſtance of Time; or: Place or. Man- 
wag ponderis perinde. ner (although they were not expreſly required, 
wrgeam, ac fin eocar- by God's Law) when he perceived, what would 
dine tora rel;gionts ſums be. the Conſequent. and ConſtruRiion of. that 
we verteretur,  Calv. Abatement: And if -the Publickneſs- of gur: 
Ep. I, ad N.S, Worſhip cannot be maintained atherwayes,let: 
us-then take heed, of undervaluing ſuchweigh- 
ry Citcutriftynces, unleſs we be alfo as 9141 call:;Chriſt's Publzck- 
\Worlhip a 71 Tivial thing. And let us withal remember; that God made 
kis being-ſerved- in ſuch a Circumftantial.Place Gy for Ws 
| Name 


M 


js . OJ. 
Name ) tobe a demonſtration of holy Fear, Det. x4. 23. and thathe 
-was to be Cut off ( as being guilty of 'bl6&d ) who killed a Goat or Lamb 
ov. Ox; and did notfire bring itunto the door of the Tabernacle;which 
'then was the rs 11m Place for-Publick Worfhip,. Lev, 
©7. 33 44 5. \ To fignifie unto us, that: men truly fearing God, will not 
-dare'to make tight of thoſe-Circumitances, . by which his Name is Pub- 
lickly held forth-unto: the world z-And that-a more Private kind of 
Worſhip ( proceeding from ſlightneſs or ſluggithneſs or laviſh Fear ) 
is ſo far from being acceptable unto God,, as that it doth moſt horribly 


f ST 42+! bc Objea. 9, oy i £4 1 
"Thoſe Jews of old did whally Lay afide their Temple-Work,. aud ſo were 
Typei of: ſach as wholly negle&1hur Goſpel-Temple-Wothip 3: which we 
do not, but do keep up our Publick- Worſhip: fil ( from houſe to honſe as 
—_—_— Ad&<*2,46. ) though not ſo Publickly 4s ſome would have us 
be, by , k 

.--L, Thegenenlity of qur Wihdrawers at thisday, are ſo ding 
Private; as thar chey icannot | (wich any modeſty ) pretend aber 
being 'Piiblick. : And: they-who- ( being. ſomewhat favoured. by: their 
friehdly Adverſaries ): are not'fo alwgether Private-as the reſt, yet 
muſt confeſs; 'that:Privacy is Deſigned ons in their going from 
Hauſe to Hoyfe ;- which thar-Church in Feruſaler: did not; with refe- 
zence to their:Church-Worſhip, {-for fa,” they. were Allgwith one accord 
1 Solomon's: Poarch, AR. 5:12. ory in.the Temple, AR. 2,46.) but 
onely in relation to'their:earing Meat; or breaking Bread -in a canmon 
ſenſe; as It is there explai At. 2.46. - Whotient .-7 
4; \Thofe/ancient Ferys { during the time of their Prohibition are 
eenerally. conceived to. (ave made-ufe. of. their: common AltarRill, and 
as is evident from thoſe words, tht which they offer there, Hag, 2.14. 


* Whoalſo might then'obſerve-their: So/amn Fraſfis, as Exre 3:3, 4. 1o 


thatthey had: ſome kind :of Publick-Church-Worthip: kept up. among 
them at-that time iz: all which the Lord did count unclean; and doth nat 
take notice vf,: becauſe they were: not fo Publick as they: might have 
been; in caſe the Temples Werk had ftilFgone-on 2; To fignifie unto, us, 
that if - the publickneſs of 'vur V Vorthip be at all obfruRted by man's 
threatning Prohibition, *it then ceaſeth to be. proper Goſpel-Temple- 
work,” and:makech our caſe to be theſame: with theirs, whatever Difte- 
rencelome rmay pleaſe themſelves with the fancy of,” {1 +150) 
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$a - 6K. "he of 


br rom conf cientiug, -: 3 do not! rhiw withdraw from Fray of” 


inquid ad hunc finem /ten--/ Suffering,” orfor the Love of 'our-Ceiled 
dant,ac non potius ut Izfionem”” beuſes, ( as rhoſe did of ald )-but: meerly 
fugiant cutis-ſuz, Calvin, ad - -becanſe we way be of wore: ſpinitual uſe; 
Pleudonicodemos,' ''' - © //:: bj.onr being 61 liberty! 11 br 
7, TI could ſaytd this Pretence, #hat meaneth then the Heating of the 
Sheep in mine ears, and the lowing of the Oxen which I bear ? Why do 
WFithdrawers. plead, that ſome: have but Little ta loſe, (although Heir 


Littleis thejr 48,45 well as the Abundance. of ſome others.) and who 


ſhall mariage their Trade if caſe they go:toPtiſon di ho Uh boon 
2,” Thus ſome of thoſe antient Fews might poſlibly.pretend ; but the 
__ - Heart-ſearcher tells them, that they ſolaced 
Nift nos impediret vel mvor- themſelves.in their Ceiled houſes, This alſo 


ts timar,vel perdende Ax- hath been pleaded-by-all ſortsofgrols Con- 


thoritats ſufficio,' nie nos '' forminies, 411 their reſpetive Generations: 
rwplicitos teneront fortuna. ' Mock and Amman wete' the fruit.of:an Inor. 
»ofire, mt bominuns gf atia  :dinate idefire of Children ,'*oetafioned-by 
Libertati” noſtre- obſtaret ; || Lot's lingririg in Sodour/and foſs!of his wife 
4% 6 contin vet etzansxex- ang ſons-1n-law: by:that means; Gercr9jtx4; 


' mnlleenveniretar un; qus 26,3031 r: who therefore miyicem fo rys 


its fmnularct, ut nnnc fa- - pie a ſort. oft perſons in'the latter days; who 
ern onnes ? -Calv.'de We rr ms rms hers left 


vit, Superſtit,  _. _ - a ſpurious off-ipring debind them,-underga 


-hope better things Toncerningour'V.V ichdrawets, whom (therefore - I 
would not have-to ſpeak thus-1n the: athess dialeR; -.: 271) 


gone of being Spitituali/Pathers; by their 
hich-otherwite:they did diſpair of. T would 


_ +3», VVhatever may be mens real Aims, iyet:we all know, that well- 
meaning Pzz4 died,/for holding that Atk;Which!had motſhakery if the 


'Levites themſelves had carrietiir; as:they ſhoultlhave done; ! i 5/2) 


4'By theſe words [Cezled Honſes/}: we tiay-underſtand; ail imannet 
of* Perſonal Accommodations, whether Femporal or-Spiritual,” ſo.far as 


they Rand in Competition: with that-Name of God, which- ther was 


(and Rill is )+ moſt» eminently advanced by. Temple-wark"os Opens 
worſhip. Now ſuch as truly fearxhe Lord, ar ily.deſcribedz:by 
their thinking upon bis Name, as well as by their ofren ſpeaking each 


to other, Mal, 3, 16: To fignific unto us, thar men truly fearing - 


God, will: ſo reſpe& their own being Edified by their Meeting toge- 


ter: - 


UMI 
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| -- TOE) 
rher in « time .of danger, 48 that-the Name of God may chiefly be con- 
ſulted-for;- without-the Securing: of which'Latter, the Former will not 
ſetive theirtwurn Alone, '' Which Name of : God all wilt corifeſs td be - 
more advanced by meeting Openly-than-in a more Private way ; and 
then-curſed is that Deceiver who hath in his flock: a, Male, and ſactifi- 
ceth unto the Lord a corrupt thing, Mal. x, 14” | / 
$- -To Obey is better than Sacrifice, as God told Sami, 'wheh he ſottcht 
toicover his Diſobedience with ſucha Plea, x: Sam, t5; 21; 22, Nor 
have we power to alter what isthe Lord's due, though we would give a 
Better for a Worſe, Levit.27. 10, 'Andyet withal, we may juſtly ſuſpe& 
our own judgment, when apt to think that Active duty is-of more worth 
than Suffering ;- eſpecially fince the Lord: doth fo frequently hint, how 
peculiarly acceptable: ( above'other Sacrifices ) thoſe' Burnt-offeripgs- 
were, by which his Peoples Suffering-duty. (next unto Chrif's) was ſha- 
dowed out. . | 4p 
 6.: If Paula Prifonet may have leave to judge, he thought that his 
Boxds did'more further the Goſpel, than if he had been at liberty, Phil. 
I, I2,1.3,14: ,and-the Suffering Witneſſes have alway maintained the 
CandleGiickswith-Oyl ot Light; Rev:rir,4. Whick 1H 2 1 
Truth in all Ages hath been experienced and wit- S' tall opinione vecuu 
nefſed-unto. [Andihad our forfathers been diſpo- ' pats furſſent Apoſtoli, 
ſed to argue as ſome do-now,they-might have had guid queſo aiſcrs 
2 faiter:Plea;-biirthe Cauſe of Chrift'would not | aftum a 2 .Calr... 
thetr have been ſo much :advantaged.; *'The fad! vad Pſendonicod, 


want: of -whichhelp at this day, can only-be ſup-- » - | | 

if plied-bythe Lord's 'own Arm, as he hath ſaidit ſhall be, ar ſuch 'a'rime 
as this, Iſa. 59. 16. vÞy 
ano Mos 0447 30 5 7: Obgefticans 5; 6 v | 


- .. The More: principal End of ia Church-matihg; ts, to edifie the Church, , 
which: 1s ay: ath of Office; whereas their being uſefal nitro Others, 15: but 
arxalt of Charity: and therefore this Latter muſt rather b&:0wuted, -thax 
that the Former ſhould be prejudiced; by Open menting in 2" time of Dan«- 
L : TY WEIS ti: 21; Yb ets 117 va 


<4 hag” $5. .v not 109) hafeles boo i jaw m2 5 5 £408 
TH ; \ x. 'The Apoſtles were notiacquainted with this DiftinQion, of 4 Mhre: 
and Leſs principal End, ſo as to:improve. it in ſuch.a'way. None will 
deny, bur thet they:mighthave prevented (for a:time at leaſt) the ſcat- 
tering of /that Ghureh, 48:8, x, could they have:thius diſpurced.z Nor 
ave they. leftany-thingwporrecord, from/whence: toiwarranty: whatis 
here aflerted. And in'scfe of that pature; let: us \(uſpe&' thit Wir 
and Reaſon, which chargeth them with Overſight, whoſe Rules and 
Pracices we ought to folloy. . 


+ 


| 


23.Ti 
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He | (IB). <c- 5/42 
_- 2.1 dþ grant,than the Edification of a Clutch ſdiftind from others) 
8:the. More. principal-Endaf ſteh's Meetings -.with reference tn. 
0 their-Proper and Peculiar Chufch-aRts,/ bur: not otherwiſe: :Now 
fince the-generality of theſe ObjeQors-ate- Indepemientt,” they will noc 
maintain that Open Preaching. ( abſolutely conſidered )- is a Peculiar 
'"Church-a&, but of a more common natures which cannot be denied 
£0-be incumbent both upon Churches and: Particular Perſans, for Pub. 
lick uſe in times of Danger ; /as they -are- the Salt'of 'the Earth, the 
Light of the World, and Cities built or Hills that\cannot be hid, $6 
thatalchough a Paſtor's preaching unts Others, -be'not ſo Properly his 
duty, (viz, with-reſp:& unto bis preaching As a Paſtor) yet 15 he 
-Equally bound to preach: for the-gaod' of Others, as the: Churches 
. Light js publickly to be held forth by binrrs All : -and- though his prea- 
chips; unto Others, [may be an aft of Charity, between Man and Man; 
yetis it ana of Duty, between the Church-and God, to.order their 
Lord's-Day-Meetitss ſo, as that who will may'come. And therefore 
the forementioned Diſtin&ion, is no Where :grounded. upon 'Scripture- 
Reaſon, with reference ubto a Churches, General Light, . whatever:co- 
jourit may have, in-celacion.to their:Proper Church-adts and Ordinan- 


-CCY, * 3-1 , 1 | 0's $5.48 $028 
3. Although I ſhould grant, that' a Churches Own Edification, is 
the More principal. End of their Genera! _ alſo ; yet 'the Queſtion 
fillis, Whether their Privacy be.warranted: or :condemned,'by Chriſt 
and his Apofiles,: whatever may.be' the Main End of facha Meeting': 
finceitis not left to us, to deduR 'the Leafi part of what God requi- 
zeth, -under -a pretence of ſerving him with the Main, Aarth. 23. 
* | > 


3 ; vt BS 
4. VVhatevermay be the More principal End of ſuch -a Meeting, 
yet alt will grant, the :3of-principal End of all: ſhould be; God's 
Glory and-our own 'and--others:Salvation:: New. Chriſt. givetts us\to 
underftand;.:that-God is not duly. gforified by us, unleſs our Light doth 
ſhine before Men, Matth:5. 16; He'alſo:telieth us, 'that: whoever doth 
deny him before Men, ſhall be denied by Him before bis Father, Mart, 
10,33 ; unto which is oppoſed awOptn Confefhion, v.32, and Pub- 
lick Preaching; v/ 25; in times:of: utmoſt: Danger, 0,128: Andif it 
be their Fillizg Siz,, who do forbid our. preaching unto 'Gentiſes, that 
they might be faved, 1 Theff. 2,-16:; of how ſad"a'nature muſt it then 
nedds be, when Preachers (ball ' lay this Prohibitiowupon'themſelves, 
'Fromfear of Suffering > which is not 10'be:rhe:Followers of Bas, as he 
was of Chriſt, | is 20; 2x, 22; 23;24:c Plily'nj kgp 1H 
) 45: | dh PE 4 v y hore” OY: C1 
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LT DEE, FoFu lt 38 IP 7 . TT. I3, they j 6 pon : 
The Gentrlisy of Churehes and Profefors Nunquid (inquiunt) fidelts: 
are for-Hithdr awing. «t this day; and can omnes per Galiaw, Flandry- 
we thenk*that All ſhould be this Ignorant ans, Angliam & Haliam diſ- 
. or Neglelisve of what 46 their Duty ? perſos,pro rejetis habeam ?: 
AED | Calv, 4 vit, Superſtt, | 


BI > 6:4: S: Vanl# Anſwer, dy * gerepa nr th SINE 

Paxl had but few Companions ;. and among all thoſe Typical Af: 
Churches, there were but twa that were free to ſuffer, viz, the- Smyr- 
»ians and Philadeipbians; that ſo we might Es 
learn in them, not te think of Men, above Abi ergo walde delet, quod: 
what is written, Judah was bid not to bf- ita mordicus in me 1nſfilinnt,. 
fend, though Ira: (who were ten to one) mt putens nibil. aliud fibs. a- 
had ſet a. bad Example, Hof. 4.35; and  gendun, quans ut fint Vno- 
thoſe Levites were not excuſed with whom | aha. Superiores, Calv, ad. 
All iſrael went aftray, Ezek» 44.10, In Pſendoniced. l 
many things we offend all, Jam. 3.2 ; and therefore we. may not idolize 
that. Troop:otr Nuinder of typical Stars, for which (among pther things) 
God's antient People were laid afide, /ja;65, 11,12. ; It will. become; 
u$ in ſuch a caſe, to adore his Sovereignty, who may do with his own 
what he pleaſeth;z and humbly to improve the: failings of others unto; 
our Caution, x:Cor,10.12, Rows, 11,20, eſpecially fince Chriſt telleth, 
us, that in this Day of his, many that are. Fiikt ſhall be Eaſt; and the laſt 
fuſt, Matth.19; 30. : his ally 4544 | 

| ObjeR. 13.. 


But having Once born ns Teftimany, in a way of Suffering, will not that 
ſoffice to Excuſe me from running any Future hazard ? ati 
; eAnſwer,  $ INES 
- Indeed it ſhould more than fffice th: World, that they have Once: 
born their Teſtimony againſt the Truths of Chriſt; by perſecuting them; 
but yet we ſec,- they are not ſatisfted. with- what they have done 1n way 
of Oppoſition ; and ſhall we then give out, b2cauſe of a formet own-- 
ing? Thoſe beld Apoſtles, were Threatned, As 4. 2x, :and.then.Im-- 
priſoned, Afts 5.18, and at the-laſt' were Beater, v. 493; yet Were: 
they at the ſame Work «pai», and in the very ſame place, v.42. Tobn-; 
Mark, doth ſeem to» have been of theſe | | Fo: 
ObjeRors mind, eAfs. 13. 13; with Quando: gurr heme tantuwm ro- 
whom Pauktherefore would never hold bor habeat, ut poſſit confeſſtonrs 
. Communion after,; A. 15. 37538. He periculum fibi accerſerg, noy po-- 
that will come after Chriſtz:(os be.his teſt regulss deferivt; ſed Eventua- 
Difciple) mutt take up his Croſs day, , ipſeveſtendet, an Spirityys Santlias 
and not once fot all, Luke 11,23, The confirmaverit animnm, Conkhil.. 
h = P, Melan&.. Bhy-- 


* 
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Ana ts 


fly have negleRed to. 
furniſh themſelves with ſuch Officers heretofore, t 4p 
73. Not will ieprofic them, ' who are'for. the exerciſe of a" Gift, in 
Way of ordanary PRERENg : \and who are compecently furniſhed 
with fach a Gift accordingly ;- eſpecially in caſe this hath been Practi- 
cedby them ( in'their Teacher's abſence ) before the Proh:b:tion. came 


44 - Nor will this Plea ſuffice, if ſuch might comfortably and' conve-. 
Nniently Joyn with others in their Open Worſhip, alchough themſelves. 
be not abilitated for the Honourable management of ſuch a work. 

ht on ObjeR..:257 LE es 

But if we be not Members of any Particular Church, are we not wholly 
d;ſobliged from ſuch a Duty? _._ pings 

. ark 2 3's Anſwer”! tom! ook? 
© Proper Church-Worſhip ( as fuck) cannotbe duly converſt about, 

Of a4 .* fave only by thoſe whoare the proper Members 
Fult Chriſtus howeſtans - of ſuch a. Church : And, Publick Worſhip is 
frehnertian efſe Publi- '- principally:incumbent upon ſuch, who do pre- 
corn congreſſniuns, & -:#efs them(ſelvesto be Chriſt's viſible Churches. 
hine vnlt a 'Singutis < But yet the Lord's-day-worſhip is publickly to 
adjuvari ; vnlt emms be maintained by All Profeſſors ; eſpecially 
Minifteriim Evange- -fince they do generally believe, that this Day is: 
licim Conffici. &" Au-" inftituted for fuch a nend-7 and ſince Profeſiots 
di, qudd* non" fir vn (ag well as Churches) are clearly typified by that- ' 
Diſſipatione Melandt.”- word, Temple : and-finceive read; that fuch did: 

#b; ſupra; '' © —- frequentthe; Meetings of -thoſe bold Apofiles,: 
| : who yet were no Atual Members of ag 
F ' ticular 
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But if F Bac v: Light iworkis Day, ail tht Exel ms, fu 


Ay * wot of Faith w Sin? _ > td 


EE "is 260d-ro deaf” wp fnce other, if tho ſpl, 
Beholdwe knew:ir nor, -Doth ngt he that pondereth the Heavens confides 
it ir He that kyeperh- thy Sou, dorhs-not He know it yoo ; nos Hi 
render to every man according to his works, Prov.24.; 162. if fame.at 
this gr did really want at 7-15ht intothis Duty, how then could they Re= 
otheis'Boldnefs, "and wiſh that fuck 4 like Spirit were more 
givenforth' up they ſecnrto do...  - 

pos care firſt beipfarmed hefore weaRt; becauſe 
wy LEH HeTndy IC: Underſtanding, Lew. x. $ 
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And. now, if there be anyt remaining weight i in thoſe Arguments be. 

| fore-mentioned, let. us all be fired up"ts a& accordingly : As We | | 
\ would be the Followers of God's Faithfut DER. in former. _ _ 
7 F\ "Ages: Aswewould yeeld abationce wo. Chriſt's expreſs Command = .*5i 
As we would anfiver- to that Main End. for which .we ate -a ;A 
f As we would' not-incur what hath” befallen Oihers for oup Warning +: _ - "8 
}. _dawe would not betray Chriſt's Right and Ours, unto-the fortifying of . = 
. an uniighteous Law.:. As we would not evidence our. being aed by x "3 
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